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SEPTEMBER 

XWsday 

X+s keeh alnos+ -two ahd a hal-f weeks sihce ne 
ahd ny ex-kes+ -friehd, Rowley Je-f-fersoh, had our 
k'3 £3^+. To ke hohes+ wi+h you, X +Kou^K+ he 
wouldVe cone crawlih^ tack +o ne ky how, ku+ -for 
sone reasoh, +K<»+ hashi ha^ehed. 

Xrn ac+ually s+ar+ih^ +o ^e+ a li-H-le cohcerhed; 
because school s+ar+s kack u^> ih a -few days, ahd 
i-f were <^ohha cje+ +his -friehdshiY kack oh -track, 
sone+hih^ heeds -to ha^eh <^uick. X-f ne ahd Rowley 
really ARE -through; +ha+ would s+ihk, kecause 
+he +wo o-f us had a ^re-Hy <^ood "tRih^ 301‘h^. 
























How -+ha+ our -friehdsHY is history, X™ ih +he 
marked -for a hew bes-f -friehcl. Xhe problem is, X 
ihVes+ed dll my -time ih Rowley ahd X doh + have 
ahyohe lihed u^> +o -take his ^>lace. 

Xhe 'two bes+ o^>-h'ohs X have a+ +his ©oih+ are 
Chris+o^her Browh-field ahd "Tysoh Sahders. Bu+ 
each o-f +hose ^uys has his owh issues. 




CHRISTOPHER TYSON 
X huh^ ou+ wi+h Chris+o^>her -for ihe Iasi -few 
weeks o-f +he summer, mos+ly because hes a really 
excelleh+ mos<^ui+o mac^he+. 3 u+ Chris+o^>her is more 
o-f a summer+ime -friehd +hah a school-year -friehd. 










ysoh is hice ehou^h; ahd we like +he same Video 
^ames. B>u+ he pulls his pah+s all +he wa^ dowh 
wheh he uses +he urihal, ahd X doh + khow i-f X 
cah ever ^e+ pas+ +ha+. 


HEY THERE, 
GREG! 



Xhe ohl^ o+her kid ry a^e whos ho+ paired up 
wi+h someohe is Xre^ley, bu+ X ruled hirn ou+ as 
kes+ friehd ma+erial a loh^ -time a^o. 

















































Anyway, still kee^ih^ +he door o^>eh a crack 
■for Rowley, jus+ ih case. Bu+ i-f he wah+s +o save 
■this -friehdshiYj hed i>e-Her do some+hih^ -fas+. 

Because +he way +hihgs s+ahd, hes ho+ c^ohha 
cone OU+ lookihc^ Very cjood ih my au+obio^ra^hy. 



CHAPTER 8 

Childhood 


I used to live near this kid. I think his 
name was Rupert or Roger or something. 










Vli+h my lock, +houcjh> X II 30 oh +0 be rich ahd 
■famous ahd Rowley will STILL -fihd a way -to ride 
my coa-l~toils. 
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I Used to Be Friends with 

GREGHEFFLEY 



v "'"Tw 

by Rowley Jefferson 


Sg+ur^gy 

reasoh X doh + see -thih^s chah^ih^ be-tweeh 
me ahd Rowley is because hes already -foohd RimselT 
a re^lacemeh+ -friehd. Or -to be more accura-te, his 

PARENTS did. 

For -the ^>as+ -few weeks Rowleys beeh hah^ih^ 00+ 
wi+h -this -feeha^er hamed Briah. 











Vlhehever X 30 by Rowleys house, hes ou+ ih his 
•froh+ yard +hrowih^ a -foo+ball or a Xrisbee wi+h a 
^oy who looks like hes ih hi^h school or college. 


O 




VJell, X did sone ^>okih^ arouhd ahd -fouhd ocrl" 
+ha+ +his Briah ^uy ish + jus+ some hormal kid 
•from +he hei^hborhood. Hes ^>ar+ o-f a com^ahy 
called Cool Briah/ which is sor+ o-f like a bi^- 
bro+her—for-hire kihd of -+hih0. 

Xh •fad’, Xd be willihc^ +0 be+ mohey +his ^uys 
hame ish + eveh really Briah. 















Mom said she -thihks +he Cool Briah -fhih^ is a 
^rea+ idea because i+ ^iVes kids a "role model" 


-they cah look u^> -to. "Tha-t makes me kihd o-f mad 



Ahd how Rowleys ^>areh+s are ^>ayih0 some cjuy -to 
do wha-t Xve beeh doih^ all -these ^ears -for FREE. 
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Xhe +ha+ really hurhs me is +ha+ Rowley 

probably doesh+ eveh khow R's ^areh+s are ^ayih^ 
+R’s ^uy +o s^>ehd +ime wi+h him. Ahd X doh + +hihk 
i+ would bo+her Rowley i-f he DID khow +he +ru+h. 

Xoday X saw Rowley hahgih^ ou+ wi+h a di-f-fereh-i - 
Cool B>riah, so Rowley s regular ^uy mus+Ve had -the 
day o-f-f. Bu+ X could •fell Rowley didh-|- eVeh ho+ice. 


O 


<£b 



Tuesday 

Xoday was +he TirsH - day o-f school. X dohX wah+ 
+o jihx ihih^s, bu+ i+s lookih^ like -this could he a 
<^rea+ year -for me. 
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Xh homeroom we ^o+ our +ex+books •for +he 
semes+er. My school cah + afford +o ^e+ hew hooks 
every year , so we usually ^e+ hahd-me-dowhs. 


B>o+ wheh you ^e+ a book -+ha-|- +eh kids had 
before you, i+ makes i+ kihd of hard +o do ahy 
ac+ual learhihc^. 



Usually , X have really bad lock wheh i+ comes +o 
previous book owhers. Las+ year X 30+ a ma+h 
book +ha+ had belohcjed +0 Bryah G00+. 




























A^d +Ha+ didri + exac+ly u^> my cool -fac-for ih 
+He Hallways. 



WEY, YOU 

GOT MY 
Rnni^f 




E>u+ +His year X +o+ally lucked ou+. VJHeh X 30+ 
my ma+H book, X -fouhd ou^ i+ used +0 belohc^ +0 
Jordah Jury. Jordah Jury is +He mos+ ^>o^ular kid 
ih +He ^rade above me, so carryihg His -textbook 
arouhd sHould +rahsla+e ih+o some MAJOR 
^opulanHy ^»oih+s. 
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0 he reasoh Jordah is so ^>o^ular is because he 
always has -these bic^ blowout - ^>ar-h'es, ahd i+s 
really hard +o ^et - ihvi+ed. But- X -figure +his 
Algebra book could be just - +he -tbih^ X heed +o 
^e+ oh his radar. 



S^eakih^ o-f ^o^ular kids, X sa+ hear Bryce 
Ahdersoh ahd his ^rou^> o-f -friends a+ luhch "today. 
Bryce is basically -hhe Jordah Jury o-f my ^rade, 
ahd hes 30+ a buhch o-f cro)r\its who are always 
c^oihg aloh^ wi+h every+hih<j he says. 


HEY, WHAT'S 
THAT HIGH- 
PITCHED NOISE? 



YEAH, I 
HEAR IT 
TOO! 
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A^d "those ^uys are loyal +o Bryce ho ma-H-er how 
dumb he makes +hem look. 

/fti just kiddingT\ 

THERE’S NO HIGH- 
PITCHED NOISE, y 



See, Bryce A^dersoh has -the ri^ht" idea. He 
doesh’-l" ac+ually NEED a bes+ -friehd, because 
hes 30+ a buhch o-f lackeys who basically worship 
him. Xhe rt<xsoY\ me ahd Rowley didh + make i+ is 
because we were e<^ual ^ar+hers ih our -friehdshiY, 
ahd X doh+ +hihk +ha+ kihd o-f model has a 
chahce of workih^ ou+. 

Friday 

A+ school "today X heard Rowley Tell some kid he 
was 301‘h^ +0 a rock cohcer+ +ohi<jh+. X admi+ X 
was a li+Tle jealous, sihce Xve heVer beeh +0 a real 
cohcer+ mysel-f. Bu+ wheh X -fouhd ou+ who was 
^er-formih^, X was ^lad X wash-t ihVi+ed. 
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S+ill, i+ kihd o-f irks ne +ha+ Rowley is havihcj more 
/oh +K«>h X am. Xh /ac+, i+ stems like EVERYONE 
is havih^ more /oh +hah me +hese days. 

"There are some kids ih my ^rade who ^>os+ +heir 
^ic+ores ohlihe. 
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Ahd -from -the looks o-f -iXihc^s, +heyre all havihg a 
WAY be-Her -time +K«»h X rtn. 



X doh + wah+ people +Kihkihg riY life is lame, 
so X decided +o +ake some ^>ic+ures +o show how 
^rea+ -thihas are c^oihcj -for me. 


All you really heed is a di^i+al camera ahd a 
^ho+o-edi+ihc^ ^roc^ram ahd you cah make i+ look 
like you’re havihg a -l-o+al blas+. 

1H 












































X was ric^-t- ih +b*e ni ddle of crea+ih^ 
a wild Hew Years E-Ve ^ar+y scehe w^eh X 30+ 
bus+ed by Hon. 
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Oh well. Mom woh + lei me ^>os+ f>ho+os oh +he 
com^u+er dirywdy, becduse o-f ^>riVdc^ dhd dll 
+hd+. Or md^be iVs becdose she ledrhed her lessoh 
d-f+er le+-Kh^ ry older bro+her, Rodrick^ ^os+ 
WlS ^ic+ores. 



Rodrick's beeh +ryih^ +o ^e+ d Job so he cdh buy d 
hew drum se+, bu+ hobody will hire him. Mom +old 
him +h*+ howddays employers look u^> +he people 
■they re -fhihkih^ o-f hirih^ dhd +hd+ his pic+ures 
dre probdbly hur+ih^ his chahces. 
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So Rodrick replaced his hahd ^>ic+ores wi +h +his ohe— 



Vledhesday 

"This year everyohe ih ny ^rade has +o -take 
Advanced Heal+h, which covers some +o^-secre+ 
s+o-f-f +ha+ X ^oess +hey didh + +hihk we were 
ready -for oh+il how. 

Xh +he -firs+ -few classes, +he hoys ahd ^irls were 
nixed +o^e-lXer, ho+ -today hlorse Powell said she 
was c^ohha s^li+ os o^>. She seh+ +he cjirls dowh -to 
Mrs. Gordohs roon ahd +heh she ^>o+ ih a video 
•for os hoys -to wa+ch. 
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From wKa+ X coolci +ell, +he video was a+ leas+ 
+hir+y years old ^ so Xm sore Pad wa+ched -the 

e was ny a^e. 


sane exac+ +a^>e wKeh K 



XVn ho+ ^ohha describe every+biih^ +ha+ 
showed ih +he video, because i+ was ac+ually ^>re+-ty 
dis^us+ih^. X'f you ask me, some o-f +U+ S+utf 
doesh+ really beloh^ ih a classroom. 


Rowle 

video. He passed ou+ a+ -the -t-wo-mihu+e mark wheh 
+he^ said +he word "pers^ira+ioh." 
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didhX eveh make i+ -through +he whole 








To be hohesi wi+h you, X doh + khow i-f Rowley’s 
ready -for -this s+u-f-f. bUs basically like a li++le kid. bh 
■fold me ohce +Ka+ he avoids +he older kids a+ school 
because hes a-fraid hes ^ohha "ca-bch puberty." 



Xh -fac+, how +ha+ X +hihk abou+ i+, X haveh + 
seeh Cool Briah -for a while. So X wohder i-f 
Rowleys avoidih^ him, +oo, because he +hihks 
hes coh+a^ious. 

























































~The same kihd of +hihg ha^ehed ih las+ gear's 
Heal+h class wheh +hey did a snokihg uhi+. "The 
■teacher said "tha+ you hever khow whos 301'h^ +0 
offer you a ci^are++e, ahd +ha+ i+ could eveh be 
your bes+ -friehd. 



VJell, a-f+er Rowley heard THAT, he wouldh + eveh 
walk oh -the sane side of -the street - as ne -for a 

solid riONTW. 


























































Believe me, X doh + heed some -teacher +o +ell ME 
i+s ho+ cool +o smoke. My c^rahd-fa+her cohvihced 
me o-f -fhai las+ year oh Xhahks<^ivih0. 




EZ 



Ahyway, X +hihk Rowley s jvs+ ohe o-f +hose 
kids who are always ^ohha be a -few years behihd 
eVeryohe else ma+onHy-wise. Rowley doesh*-|- eVeh 
khow how +o +ie his shoes ye+, because hes +he 
kihd o-f ^>ersoh who has Velcro eVery+hih^. 


































Las+ year Rowleys non too^K+ hin sheakers wi+h 
laces, ahd X cah + eVeh +ell yoo how nahy +ines X 
had +o hail hin oirh 



X ^oess i+ ^rohahly shoold ve heeh a warhih^ sic^h 
+ha+ ny bes‘1' -friehd was in^ressed +ha+ X khew 
how +o +ie ny owh shoes. 


Xhorsdo 


% 

Xoday X was readih^ +he conics ih +he hews^a^er, 
ahd X saw ah ad +ha+ cao^h+ ny a-Heh+ioh. 

X+ was -for Peachy Breeze Xce Crean, ahd 
a^areh+ly +hey re lookih^ -for a hew s^okes^ersoh. 
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COULD YOUR CHILD 
BE THE NEXT 


* 


PEACHY BREEZE 

KID? 

Open tryouts at the Liberty 
Street Mall this Saturday! 


Peacjy Breeze has -those commercials oh TV +h<*+ 
ruh hohs+o^ wi+K -that - kid wi+h +he -freckles ahd 
■the hic^h-^i+ched Voice. 
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PeacFy Breeze Kid used +o be kihd o-f cu+e, bu+ 
over +Ke years Fes ^o++eh a IrhHe seedy-lookih^. 



So X ^uess +Feyre lookih^ for someohe +o +ake 
Fis ^>lace. 

Vlell, Xd be PERFECT For +Fe role. Firs+ o-f 
all, I LOVE ice cream, so i+ wouldhi be Fard for 
me +o do +Fe ac+ih^ ^>ar+. Secohd, X would be 
willih^ +o miss a lo+ of school +o FulFill my PeacFy 
Breeze oblic^a+iohs. 


Ahd +Fey wouldn't- F<*Ve +o worry abou+ me 
^e-H-ihg +oo old for +Fe ^>ar+, because Xd +ake 
wFa+ever X heeded +o +ake +o s+o^» ^rowih^. 

2 ^ 








/wOPEYoCP\ (GROAN. 
WAVE A GOOD 
^VDAY AT WORK?/ 




The ohly s+umblih0 block X cah see is +ba+ Pad 
MATES +he Peachy P>reez.e TV ads because he 
+hihks +he kid is ahho^ihg. So X doh + +hihk hed 
be +oo +Krilled i-f X became +heir hew s^okes^ersoh. 
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here’s jus+ some+hih^ aboui +ha+ kid +ha+ ^e+s 
oh Pads herves. Xh -fac+, X +hihk he ha+es +Ke 
Peachy Breeze Kid eveh more +h<*h he ha+es Li I 
Co+ie, which is sayihc^ some+hiha. 


E-Very +ime Pad sees a Peachy Breeze commercial oh 
TV, he writes -the Peachy Breeze ^eo^>le ah ah^ry 
lei+er sayih^ +h<>+ +he ads drive him crazy ahd he II 
heVer toy ahy o-f -their ^»rodoc+s. 



A -few weeks la+er, Pad ^e-f-s a res^ohse ih +he 
mail -from Peachy Breeze, ahd i+s always +he same 
• coo^ohs -for -free ice cream. 
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X+s keeh ^oih^ oh like -this -for years, ahd i-f 
some+Kh^ doesh + chah^e, were cjohha have +o ^e+ 
ah ex+ra -freezer +o hold all o-f our Peachy Breeze 


ice cream. 


Saturday 

X "told Mom atou+ +he Peachy Breeze Kid coh+es+ 
las+ hic^h+> ahd she said i+ seemed like ah exci+ih^ 
o^or+uhi+y. Bu+ i+ -turhs ou+ she was -thihkih^ o-f 
my li-H-le bro+her, Mahhy, wheh she said +ha+. 

Xh fac+, +his morhih^ Mom ahd Mahhy were 
ready +o +ake o-f-f -for +he audi+ioh wi+Kou+ me, 
bu+ X caucjh+ -them jus+ ih +ime. 
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Mon seened surprised +ha+ X wah+ed +o be 
Breeze 

+oo old -for +he ^>ar+. A+ •firs+ X +h ou 3K+ 
+U+ was ridiculous, bu+ wheh X saw ny 
con^e+i+ioh a+ +he mall, X could kihd o-f see 
where she was comir^ -from. 


Kid ahd said X ni jh+ he 




X -figured X could charn +he judges ahd ^e+ +he 
jot airy way. Plus, X had ah ed^e, because X was 
+he ohly kid +ryihc^ ou+ who could read a cue card. 


Xhere nus+Ve beeh +wo huhdred kids ih lihe, ahd 
X realized +h<*+ i-f X wah+ed +he jot, X was 

^ohha have +0 cone u^> wi+h Sone Sor+ o-f ^innick. 
So X decided X d jun^> ^ ahd click ny heels 
+o^e+her wheh X said +he Peachy Breeze slo^ah. 
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Bu+ w^eh i+ was -fihally ny +orh +o op, +hiV\^s 
didh+ work oo+ +he way Xd f>lahhed. 



X khew ny chahces o-f ^e++ihcj +he ^>ar+ wereh + 
^ood w^eh +Ke cas+ihej ^>eo^le seh+ r*»e oo+ +he 
door wi +K00+ eVeh askih^ ny hame. 



l°i 







































My o^or+uhiHy was sli^ihj away, so X did wha+ X 
could +o improve r*>y odds. 



I'M PRETTY SURE\ 
THE NEXT KID IN | 
LINE IS ALLERGIC 
TO PEACMES. y 



I exit I 


Bu+ iT looks like +he jot is c^ohha op +o a youftc^zr 
kid a-f+er all, which really s+ihks. 


You khow, +his ish + +he -firs + +ime X ve beeh 
discrimiha+ed ajaihs+ because o-f my aje, either. 
Las-t Oc+ober me ahd Rowley heard +ha+ our local 
hews s+a+ioh was ^oih^ +o be a+ -the Red A^^le 
Farm +o shooi -foo+a^e o-f kids carvih^ ^um^kihs 
ahd makih^ scarecrows ahd s+u-fT like +ha+. 
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Vie khew +Kis was our i)i^ cKahce Ao be oh TV, so 
we plowed ourselves ih -froh+ o-f +Ke hews camera 
ahd really jammed i+ u^>. 



Bu+ i+ -took abou+ -five secohds -for +Ke hews ^eoy>le 
+o kick us ou+. 
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Theh +hey t>rou^h+ ih some li-Hle kids +o -take our 
^>lace, ahd +hey did +he same EXACT +hih^ me 
ahd Rowley were doihc^. 



Ahd Sure ehou^h, +hose kids were oh -the hews 

+hd+ hi<^h+. 


*The -Iru+h is, +his kihd o-f +hihg has beeh ^oih^ 
oh -for a loh^ +ime. Ahd where i+s wors+ is ih my 
owh -family. 

Uo uh+il X was ei^h+ or hihe, X was +he s+ar 
o-f every family ^a+herih^. X+ seemed like hobody 
could ^e+ ehou^h o-f 
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me. 
























I'M A LITTLE 

n teapot n' 

SHORT AND 
STOUT... 



B>u+ after Mahhy was borh, +Kih^s really charged 
for me. 


Mrs A BOY! 




See, wheh youVe a li-Hle kid, hoi>ody ever warhs 
you +Ka+ youVe 30+ ah ex^ira+ioh da+e. Ohe day 
you re ho+ s+uff ahd +he hex+ day you re a dir+ 
sahdwic^. 
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X ^oess X cab ohders-l'dhd w|y Rodricks always 
so ^run^y. X+*s feeeh a loh^ -time sihce Ke was 
+Ke ceh+er o-f a-Heh+ioh, ahd Relieve me, hes ho+ 
c^eTh'hc^ A\r\y cu+er. 


STOP 
SLOUCHING! 



Xk*e ^ersoh whos luck^ is ROWLEY. He's ah ohly 
child, so a+ leas+ he doesh+ have +o worry al>oo+ 
fceih^ replaced iy +he hex+ kid +0 cone aloh<^. 


jUST TIP ME 
OVER AND n 
J POUR ME 4 
OUT! 



HURRAY 

ROWLEY! 
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Mohday 

~Tohi<^h+ a+ dihher Pad +old us +ha+ his youh<^er 
bro+her, Uhcle G<xcy, <^o+ eh^a^ed +o his 
<^irl-friehd, Sohja. X ^uess +b»aVs ^rea+ hews ahd 
all, bu+ Uhcle Gory has beeh named +hree +ines 
be-fore, so +his has Jcihd o-f becone a regular +hih^ 
ih our -fanily. Xh -fad-, we doh+ eveh use ^row+h 
char+s a+ hone, because we cah Jus+ look a+ 
^>ic+ures -fron Uhcle Gary s weddih^s +o keep -track 
o-f our progress. 


















































































So X +hihk eVeryohes a IrH'le burhed ot»+ by 
how. Vlheh Uhcle Gary 30+ narried -the THIRD 
■time, Hon didh+ eveh bo+her +o replace -the 
^ic+ore o-f his secohd weddih^ oh +he mah+el. She 
jus+ -taped a pho+o o-f +he hew wi-fe’s head oh 
■top o-f -the old ohe. 



Uhcle Gory s ho+ a ba 
rushes ih+o -these rela-tiohships +oo quickly. He 30+ 
eh^oi^ed +o his -firs+ w i-ft, Lihda, -two noh+hs after 
■they me+, ahd she didh + eveh fihd out- what- he did 
■for a livih^ uh+il -their weddih^ day. 
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d oyy or ahy+hih^. H e jus+ 

















SORRY I'M LATE...THE 
KIDS AT THE PARTY 
WOULDN'T LET ME LEAVE! 



I heard Uhcle Garys secohd wife, Charlehe, 
+hoo<^h+ he had a lo+ of nx>Y\ty because of a 
miscommohica+ioh oh +heir secohd da+e. 


IVE GOT ABOUT 
THIRTY THOUSAND 
IN THE BANK... 
MAYBE FORTY 
T 



AND I'VE GOT 
FORTY-FIVE! 



-i-lini 


X+ +orhs oo+ Uhcle Gar^ ohly had forty-five 
dollars, ho+ THOUSAND dollars. 
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C^arlehe didh + -fihd ou+ uh+il i+ was -time 
+o pay +Ke bahd a+ +he weddih^. 


DID YOU 
HAPPEN TO 
BRING YOUR 
CHECKBOOK?, 



Pads always sayih<^ Uhcle Gary heeds +o '^row 
up’ ahd s+op ac+ih^ like a child. Bu+ i-f X were 
Pad/ X wouldh+ Kold ry brea+h. 






























Tuesday 

I -fouhd ou+ +b>a+ Uhcle Garys weddih^ is ^ohha 
be ih November, ahd +b»e rece^-h'oh will be a+ my 
^rea+ ^rahdmo +her Gammies blouse , like las - ! - -firne. 


Gammie is hihe+y—I five years old, bu+ sKe s+ill lives 
ih +Ke bi^ house where she <^rew of. She’s like -the 
o-fficial head o-f +he whole HeTfley -family. 


UHlfFlEY FAMILY REOHlOf 



*M<. f 1 

All yt*MM 

w*u 


Gammie is ohe o-f -the ohly people ih +he world who 
s+ill wri+es le-H-ers. A^d wheh she wri+es you a 
le++er, she expec+s you +o wri+e ohe BACK. 

3<? 
















Xve -fried +o ex^ldih +o Gdnmie +K«*+ ^eo^le ry 
d^e doh+ khow how +o wri+e le++ers wi-fh d s+dn^ 
dhd d "re+urh dddress" dhd dll +^d+ s+uff, to+ 
she doesh-f wdhhd hedr i+. 



Uhcle Gory s Ls+ we 
d s+dr+er le-f+er ^>lus dh ehVelo^e wi+h her dddress 
dhd d s+om|> oh i+ so X wouldh-f have diy excuse 
ho+ +o wri+e. 


ddih^,, Gdrmie hahded ne 



‘to 


















fVt X STILL K*Veh + -filled i+ ih ahd mailed i+ 

ye-f. So how every +ime X walk ^as+ ry desk ih r*y 
bedroom, X -feel <^uil-ty. 



Gammie is ALWAYS makihc^ yoo -fee 
yt<xr a+ Thahks^ivih^, X a who 
oh her chair, ahd she sa+ oh i+. 


I c^uil-ty. Las+ 
o^ee cosKioh 



Hi 













































A -few d<ys la+er eVeryohe ih -the whole -family 30+ 
a h*hdwri-H-eh *yo\ooy le-Her -fron Gamme. 



jEkja/i, 

xjt Q/rn Jb& a^yJtovjs^L JkfilL AVr^O'lturrhaJbl. 

jwxJhvJb jfixvL (yooJJrsA. Abs&Jhj, °^ bLr t cy^h- ^asnUL^s 

(J^yicILmSaJL (jfUHze, at. &U/X. *ydld)jl*ijU<yr^. 

Qa 'di JujM. cpstttAi (y&dhfij kJL JLa#t ^*js*JL jJt 
dk^ACuOt. fcy Q/smtftdL /T ^ / JhbdL^s, QAvdl. cJ^/m. o^vcJUJL 

— yho^JL A&afc tduA Aun^otitu/ncutt. dLa*A. 

rrv&ts dr^C<yomj}_ ±$UL £aMtlSrx^, yidlat. 

jjtOlA. oxAvlUMAJL CL ^o^u^ajA OltmJL Jl&MitdL (>ccaAu»%. 

- JtJamsYAA^ - 
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Sone+ines X wohder i-f Gammie is jus+ nessihcj wi+h 

oh ^or^ose. 

Las+ E-as+er she ihVi+ed +he whole -family +0 her 
house, bui eVeryohe had +heir owh -+hih0 <^oih<^ oh, 
ahd hobody web - ! - . 

Goinnie called Pad oh E-as+er Sohday ahd said 
shed bou^h+ a scra+ch +icjce+ ahd woh +he +eh- 
millioh-dollar ^rahd frizt. VJord 30+ arouhd +he 
■family <juick, ahd everyohe was a+ Gammies house ih 
ho +ine -fla+. 


t^/tryoY\t ahd does +his kihd o-f +hih<^ 


Bu+ i+ +urhed ou+ +he scra+ch +icke+ washi a 
wihher a-f+er all. 


YOU WAVE TO MATCW 
TWREE OF TWE FRUITS 
TO WIN, GANNIE. 
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Gannie didh + seen +oo bo+hered +ha+ she wash + a 
nul+inilliohaire after all ^ ahd X have a -feelih^ she 
^o+ wha+ she REALLY wah+ed ahywa^. 

I MADE A MAM IN 
CASE ANYONE 
STOPPED BY! 

I 




X ho^>e X live -to be hihety-fve yt<xrs old, because 
i-f X do, X ^uarah+ee you X II be nessih^ wi+h 
^eo^>le, +oo. 


H 


YOUR UNDERWEAR^ 
GOES UNDERNEATH 
YOUR CLOTMES, DAD \J 












































VJh<*+ makes me kihd o-f hervous abou+ ^oih^ +0 
Gammies house ih UoVember is +h*+ i+S +i me ■for 
me +0 ^e+ "+he Talk." Every +ime someohe ih my 
-family ^e+S +0 be abou+ my acje, Gammie si+s +hem 
dowh ahd +alks +0 +hem abou+ who-khows-wh<»+. X 
c^uess i+S ohe o-f +hose elder-wisdom kihds o-f +hih<^S. 



e las+ ^ersoh +0 
was Rodrick, ahd how Xm hex+ ih lihe. Xm 
ho^>ihg Uhcle Gary breaks o-f-f his eh^a^emehi so 
we doh+ have +0 30 dowh +here, because +he whole 
+hih^ is makih^ me a r\tryous wreck. 


a e+ "+he Talk" -fr om Gammie 



"Ihursday 

VJeVe 30+ a hew ma+h +eacher a+ our school hamed 
Mrs. Hackelroy. 
























She used to teach kihder^arteh, ahd X doht 
thihk shes real crazy about middle school kids. 


Vie have math right after Phys iXd, so by the 
time we get to Mrs. Mackelroy’s room, ever^ohes 
all sweaty from exercisihg. 



Mrs. Mackelroy com^laihed to the ^rihci^al ahd 
said she caht teach wheh it smells like a "mohkey 
house" ih the room, so the ^rihci^al said that- from 
how oh us kids have to take showers after gym. 


Vlell, X cah -tell you that- most of the toys ih rw 
class were hot oh board with that decisioh. 


% 

















~The ohly ^>ersoh who was OK wi+h i+ was Ro^er 
'Towhsehd, i)u+ he was held back -twice ahd hes 
^rac+ically a r*>ah ahyway. 



So +he res+ of us decided we were ^ohha have 
+o fake i+. After Phys Ed was over yesterday, 
we all -hook -turhs ^e-H-ihg our hair we+ so i+ 
LOOKED like we showered. 


































X doh + khow i-f we really -fooled Mrs. Mackelroy, 
bu+ X doh + +Kihk shes ever ^ohha op ih+o -the 
boys’ locker room ahd ihves+i^a+e. 
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Xhis showenYuj si+ua+ioh remihds me o-f Some+hiV^ 
+ha+ hatched over +he Sumner, wheh me ahd 
Rowley were s+ill friehcls. X used +o op u^> +o 
Rowleys house jus+ abou+ every day, bu+ -the 
problem was -+ha+ X h*d +o walk f>as+ Fre^leys 
house each +ime. 


X remembered Rodrick sayihcj -tha+ a f>ersoh could 
make i+ all +he way -from our house +o +he +of> o-f 
+he hill by crawlih^ -through +he draiha^e pX>e. 





















X decided +o see i-f he was ri^K+, ahd Relieve i+ 
or ho+, he was. X+ was ^>re-Hy dark ahd has+y 

?'? e 


e 3 le /‘ 


crawlih^ -through i+ +o avoid fr 


1 )0+ i+ was +o+dilly wor+K 


ih +h<*+ draihac^e 



VJheh X headed tack home, X weh+ +hroo^h +he 
draiha^e ^>i^e a^aih. 






































Bui X probably should ve hosed o-f-f ih -the -frohi 
y<x rd or some+hih^, because Mon seemed suspicious 
wheh X walked -through +he -frohi door. 



X khew Mon would have a -fi+ i-f she -fouhd ou+ X 
crawled -through -the draiha^e pipe, so X didhi 
say ahy+hih^. Bu+ Mon +old ne X was ^ohha 
have +o +ake a slower be-fore dihher. Vlheh X 
^o+ ou+ o-f +he ba+hroom, -there was some+hir^ 



























































X o^>ehed i+ Ahd -fouhci a s+ick o-f deodorAh+ 
Ahd a took. 



X f>u+ -the deodoroh-l- oh ny dresser, tu+ X +ossed 
+he took ih +Ke +rAs|v Xd seeh +U+ ohe te-fore. 
Mom muS+Ve ^o'H'eh +t»e same took -for Rodrick 
wheh he was ry A^e, Ahd X -fouhd i+ ih his juhk 
drAwer. Ahd telieVe me, X do ho-i - heed +o see +he 
^>ic+ures ih +Ka+ took a secohd +ime. 





























Ahd wh*+s worse is +h*+ Mom made me +he 
subjec+ o-f her ^areh+ih^ columh ih our local ^a^er 
+ha+ week. She didh + use my ac+ual hame, bu+ X 
doh + +hihk i+ wouldve +akeh a de+ec+ive +o -figure 
oo+ who she was +alkih^ abou+. 



Susan 

Heffley 


Puberty can be a 
difficult time 

When a child begins to experience 
the changes that come with 
adolescence, the transformation can 
be uncomfortable, awkward, or 
even frightening. But given the 
right guidance, a child can learn to 
welcome, and even celebrate, the 
transition into adulthood. My 
second-bom son recently began his 
wondrous journey into his new 


Suhday 

Xohicjh+ Mom called a ' house mee+ih<y ’ Ahd 
whehever she does +ha+, i+s heVer ^ood. Xhe las+ 
+ime we had a house mee+ih^, i+ was so she could 
com^laih abou+ +he si+ua+ioh ih +he ba+hroom. 
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She said she was iired o-f havih^ +o cleah -+he -floor 
arouhd +he +oile+ because o-f our "lousy aim." 




X khew exac+ly wha+ she was +alkih<^ abou+, +oo. 
Ohe -time X actually missed -the bus because X used 
+he ba+hroom a-f+er Mahhy. 


/gREG, YOU'Re\ 
GONNA MISS 
V THE BUS? J 


f\ THINK I'M 
STUCK TO 
V THE FLOOR ? 



All X cah say is, X^ ho+ +he ohe causih^ +he 
problem. Vlheh Rodrick uses The ba+hr oon\, Half 
+he -time he doesh + eveh +urh oh +he li<jhT 

Mom said +he hew rule was +ha+ us boys were 
cyjhha have +0 si+ dowh every +ime we used +he 
ba+hroom, ho ma-Her whaT 
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Bo+ hohe of os liked THAT idea. Rodrick 

a couple 

■there are more o-f US -thah -there are o-f WER. 
Flos, -that - wa^ nore -thah ohe persoh could 30 a+ 
■the sane +ine. 


o-f orihals, sihce 




But - Mon said -that- would be "+ackv/’ ahd she used 
her Ve+o ^>ower +0 shot - his idea dowh. 


X ■+hoo<^h+ ’tohic^h+S house nee+ihcj was ^ohha he 
a -follow-o^ +0 +he ba+hroon nee+ih^, sihce hobody 
was followih^ -the si++ih^~dowh rule ahd +hih^s 
are worse -thah ever. But- -this nee+ihcj was aboo+ 
sone+hih^ con^let-ely di-ffereh+. 

5H 











































Mon +old os +hd+ she was <^oih0 back +o school 
dhd -+hd+ she was ^ohha s+aH- +akih0 classes a 
■few -fines a week. 


ly +his 

hews. Hons ALWAYS -there wheh X ^e+ hone 
■from school, dhd +Ka+s -the way X like i+. 


VJell, X was +o+a \\y cauc^h+ c^uard 



But- Mon said +ha+ a-fter all -these ^ears o-f 
s+ayihc^ a+ hone wi+h us kids, she heeds -to do 
sone+hih^ -tha-t s+inula+es her nihd. So she said 
shes ^ohha -take classes -for a senes+er dhd see 
how i+ c^oes. 
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X ^oess X cab ohders'l'dhd why Mon would wdh+ 
+o brdhch ou+, becduse i-f X did +he kihds o-f 
+hih0S she does every d«y, Xd ^robdbly be ^oih^ 

bdhdhdS, +oo. 


• • 


Mommy & fie 

pance class 



Mon Sdid us neh dre cjohhd have +o ndke our owh 
dihhers d -few hic^h+s d week dhd s+dr+ doih^ 
chores +hd+ she usudlly +dkes cdre o-f herself. 


Ohe o-f +hose chores is ndkih<^ luhches, dhd +o be 
hohes+ wi+h you, Xn ^>re+-ly hdppy +hd+ ohe is 
^e++ihg +urhed over +o us. 
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Mon wri+es a ho+e oh our luhcK ba^s every day, 
ahd X cah de-fihi-l-ely live wH-hou+ THAT. 



t>eeh <x disaster. Vie -fried nakih^ dihher oh our 
owh oh Hobday, bu+ hohe o-f us khew wha+ we 
were doih^. 

Mahhy was ih charge o-f makih^ +Ke iced +ea, 
bu+ i+ was uhdrihkable sihce Ke s+irred i+ wi+h his 
bare Kahds. 
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Rodrick was ih charge o-f cookih^ +he roas+ beeR 
bu+ he -for^o+ +o +ake +he ^las+ic wra^> off before 
^u++ih^ i+ ih -hKe oVeh. 

WHY IS THIS 

MEAT SWINY? 



So we backed •the homemade meal idea ahd weh+ oirt 
+o ea-t. Vlheh we left -the res-Uurah+, Rodrick s^>i-t 
his ^un a+ some mo+hs -that' were flyih0 arouhd, ahd 
he hi+ Pad by accideh+. 



53 




















Pad chased Rodr ick aroohd +he ^>arkih^ lo+, tu+ 
Rodrick is ac+ually pre-Hy -fas-t - , ahd Pad couldh + 
ca+ch him. ~Theh Pad +ri^ed over a curt ahd 
+wis+ed his ahkle. 



So Rodrick had +o drive Pad +0 +he emer^ehcy 
room. VJheh +he doc+or asked Pad how he hor+ 
his ahkle,, Pad said he wash-I - lookih^ where he was 
^oih^ ahd he s+e^ed oh ohe o-f Mahhys +rucks ih 
+he driveway. 



































X cah kihd o/ uhders+dhd why Pdd didh+ wdh+ 

+o +ell +he +ru+h. 0he -time X broke ny wris+, 
dhd X +old everyohe X broke i+ ih d /iS+/i^h+. 
VJhd+ REALLY hd^pehed wds +hd+ X "tried +o 

s+dhd u^> d-f+er ny le^s -fell dsleep -from si++ih^ oh 
+he +oile+ +oo loh^. Bu+ X liked ny Versioh be++er. 



So i+s ohly beeh d -few ddys wi+hou+ Mon, dhd 
+hih0S dre dlreddy s+dr+ih^ +o /dll d^dr+. Vleve 
^o+ ohe serious ihjury so -far, dhd who khows 
wha+’s ih s+ore dowh +he road. 

"Thursday 

Vie brou^h+ bdck leftovers -from +he S^>d<^he++i 
Barh, dhd +ha+s w ha+ we had /or dihher 
+ohi^h+. Pdd hdd +o s+dy L+e d+ work, so he 
cdlled Rod rick dhd +old h in +o wdrn u^> everyohes 
s^>d^he++i ih +he nicrowdVe. 
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Rodrick ^ave 
he said— 


me 


ry 


^>late first, ahd wheh he d»d ^ 


CAREFUL, IT'S 
VERY HOT! 



X blew oh ry s^a^hetti for a while to cool it 
dowh. But what X didht khow was that Rod rick 
heVer actually heated ry s^d<jhetti ih the 
microwave—he Just ^retehded to. 


So wheh X bit ihto a meatball, it was ICE cold. 



After that ex^eriehce, X doubt X ll ever be able 
to eat leftovers a^aih. 
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Ahd tacked luhch +Rh^ ish + workihc^ ou+, 
either. "This week Rod rick was ih charge o-f makih^ 
luhches, ahd he wrote a hote oh ry ta^, just like 
Mon does. 



I didh't eVeh bother eatih^ the sahdwich; sihce 
XVe heVer seeh Rodrick wash his hahds eVeh ohce. 
















My chore -for +he week is lauhdry, ahd X cah + 
war! - uh+il ny shift is over. For the records X 
thihk it sh ould be illegal for a boy to have to -fold 
his nothers uhderwear. 



Friday 

Ohe of the bi^ chah^es with Mon ^oih^ to school 
is that how Pads ih charge of hel^>ih0 ne with ny 
honework. Ho offehse to Pad; but Mon is WAY 
better at honework hel^> thah he is. Vlheh Mon 
hel^>s ne do ny honework; she basically <yves ne all 
the ahswerS; ahd Xn ih ahd out ih teh nihutes. 


/THE CAPITAL OF\ 
RUSSIA RHYMES 
\WITH “NOSCOW/y 



BOSCOW?) 

JmoscowT ) 
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I+s a whole di-ffereh-t s+ory wi-th Pad. He wah+s 
+o -teach me WOW +o do "the work; ahd "tha+s a 
lo+ more -time-cohSumih<^. Plus, i+S heeh a loh^ "time 
sihce Pad was ih school; so X have +o srt "there 
ahd wart while he reads my "text-books ahd ^e+s 

'^h+ u^>. 


cau 





Birt ma+h is "the WORST. X c^oess "the way "they 
■teach math "these days is "totally diTfereht - -from 
-the way -they "taught" i+ wheh Pad was a kid; so 
he cje-ts -frostra-ted wi th -the hew roles ahd s+ar+s 
■tryih^ +o "teach me -the way WE learhed i+. 


NO; NO, NO...YOU 
NEED TO ADD THE 
NUMBERS IN THIS 
COLUMN AND 
CARRY THE FOUR 



WHAT DOES 
CARRY” 
MEAN? 
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Pad also licks his fih^er ahd his +ht'm{> +o make 
i+ easier ■for him +o +urh +he ^a^es. Ahd wheh he 
does +h<*+, X +ry ahd kee^» irack o-f which f^es 
he +urhs so X doh-l - -touch his s^i-h 

Bu+ wi+h all -those homkers ih ry head, i+ doesh-t 
leave a lo+ of room for ma +h fac+s. 



X cah -tell wheh Xve dohe some+hihcj wroh^, 
because Pad ^e+s kihd of fros+ra+ed wi+h me 
ahd brea+hes real heavy ou+ o-f his hose. So Xve 
learhed +o ^>u+ a dish +owel oh ry arn wheheVer 
were workih^ oh Algebra. 
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By +he +ine i+s over, +wo hours have <^ohe ty ahd 
i+s +ime -for ne +o 30 +o ted. All X cah say is , 

X ho^>e Hon wra^>s u^> her classes pre-Hy <^uick, 
tecaose Xn a ^>ersoh who really heeds his TV +ine 
a+ hi<jh+. 

Hohday 

This na+h +hih^ is teconih^ a ^rotlen. Vsle have 
's+ahdardiz-ed +es+ih^ conihe^ u^> a+ ny school, 
ahd X heard +ha+ +he teachers woh + ^e+ +heir 
tohuses uhless we ^e+ ^ood scores. So +heres a 
lo+ o-f pressure oh us kids, which kihd o-f s+ihks. 

X renenter tack ih kihder^ar+eh, na+h used +o 
te really FUN. 


ONE CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIE PLUS ANOTHER 
CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIE IS... 



TWO! TWO 
CHOCOLATE 
CHIP COOKIES!!!, 
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Mrs. Mackelro^ s<xys i-f we doh+ do well oh -the 
-tes+, we ll lose our budget" ahd music class will -turh 
ih+o det-eh-tioh, or some+hihg like -tha+. B>u+ X doh-t 
-thihk kids are really ^e-htihg -the message. A few 
weeks a^o we had a ma+h <^uiz., ahd Mrs. 
said i*t was o^>eh ho+ebook, which meah+ we could 
use our ho+es ahd -tex+books -to hel^> us ou+. 


Mackelroy 


Xheh she le-ft -the classroom -to -take care o-f 
some+hih^, ahd +he secohd she s-te^^>ed ou-t -the 
door, i+ was -to-tal chaos. 



Prac+ically -failed "the <^uiz. because 

were usih^ -their ho-tebook ^a^>er ahd books 
ammuhrtioh. 


^>eo^le 

as 
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So, based oh +ha+ episode, X doh + +hihk Mrs. 
Mackelro^ had be-Her make avy bi^ ^lahs -for how 
shes ^ohha s^>ehd her bohos. 


OCTOBER 

Tuesday 

Tjhi^hi Pad walked u^> +o me w hile X was si++ih<j 
oh +he couch, ahd he seemed beh+ ou+ o-f sha^>e 
abou+ some+hih^. H e wah+ed +o khow w|y X 
didh+ brih<j ou+ +he recyclih^ bih -this morhih^ like 
he asked me +o. 



X ■told him he mus+ be cohfused, because he heVer 
said atry+hih^ +0 me abou+ +he recyclih^. 3 u+ he 
said he asked me +0 do i+ las+ hicjh+ while X was 
^layih^ video ^ames, ahd +0 be hohes+ wi+h you, 
+ha+ did seem a li++le -familiar. 
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X-f X DID for^e+, i+ wash + ny faul+. X ac+ually 
have a really GREAT sys+en -for renenterih^ 
+hih^S. 


You khow how sone ^>eo^le leave ho-tes -for 
+henselves wheh +hey heed +0 renenter 
sone+hihc^? Vslell, X +hihk +ha+s a lo+ o-f work, 
ahd i+s a was+e o-f ^a^>er, +oo. 


So le+s say Xn ih ted ahd Mon walks ih+o ny 
roon ahd "tells ne X have -fo trih^ a ^ernissioh sli^> 
+0 school ih +he norhih^. X doh+ cje+ ou+ o-f ted 
ahd wri-te a ho"te. 
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X jus+ -throw ohe o-f my pillows across +he room. 



Xheh, w^eh X wake ih +he morhih^ ahd 30 +o 
walk ou+ +he door, X see +he pillow ahd -thihk, 
"Hey, whaXs +lvs pillow doih^ here?” 


O 
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^>ermissioh sli^ +o school.’ See wha+ X meah? I+s 
+o+ally -fool^rooF. 


ah, X have +o brlhc^ 



How -fhai X +hihk o-f i+, X DID leave nyselF 
a remihder +o +ake ou+ +he recycl 
SPECIFICALLY renenber ^u-Hih^ my socks oh 
+he TV be-fore X weh+ +o bed, +o remihd nyselF 
ih ^he morhih^. 



Ahd i-f Pad did sone+hih^ +o 

hes ohly <^o+ Kimsel-F +o blame. 


ness my sys+em, 



Bo+ Pad wouldhT le+ i+ op. He said how +ha+ 

Xn ^e++ih^ older, X heed +o s+ar+ beih^ 
more Ves^ohSiTle.’’ 
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X've heard +his sor+ of +hih<^ -from Pad before. 
"The Iasi -few weeks of -the sunner, our hei<jhbor, 
Ms. Grove, hired me +o -take care o-f her ^lah+s 
while she was oh a busihess fri^. Vlell, X did i+ for 
+he firs+ -few days, ahd +heh X ^uess you could 
say X <50+ busy wi+h o+her -thihc^s. 

VJheh Pad asked me how +he ^lah+s were doih^, 

X realized X hadh + beeh over +here ih a+ leas+ 
a WEEK. X weh+ +0 c^rab Ms. Groves key so X 
could wa+er her ^>lah+s, bu+ +he key wash + ih i+s 
usual s^o-h 


X ^rac+ically +urhed our house upside dowh lookih^ 
for +ha+ key, bu+ X couldh+ fihd i+. 
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X+ +urhs ou+ +he reasoh X couldh+ -fihd -the key 
was because i+ wash + ih our house. Xd left i+ a+ 
Ms. GroVtSj ahd she -fouhd i+ wheh she 30+ back 
•from her +ri^>. 



Ms. Grove was ^>re+-ty mad +h«+ her key was 
ih +he -froh+ door, bu+ -+he way X see i+, she 
shouldve beeh ha^y hobody robbed her house. 


She was mad abou+ her ^>lah+s, +oo, because 
uh-for+uha+ely mos+ o-f +hem didh'l’ make i+. X 
maybe 

aho+her ^>lah+ +h<*+ doesh + heed a lo+ o-f wa+er 
+o surs/'^t. 


she should buy a cac+us or 
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Xh<*+ way , eVery+Kih^ would te -fihe i-f X los+ her 
key +he NEXT +ine she weh+ oh a busihess -trip. 



B»u+ Ms. Grove said she wouldh + hire me a^aih eVeh 
i-f her life depehded oh i+. Xheh she seh+ me hone 
wi+hou+ payihg, which s+ihks, because X really did 
spehd a lo+ o-f -tine lookih^ for -+ha+ key. 


Ahyway, X +hihk -fhai episode is s+ill -fresh ih 
Pads nihd., ahd +h<*“t"s why Xn hearih^ -this 
"respohsibilrty’ +hih^ a^aih. 


Hopefully, Pad will leave my socks oh +he 
+eleVisioh hex+ +ine arouhd ahd +hih^s woh-|- cje+ 
+o -+his poih+. 
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Thursday 

Ylell, Pad is really serious about me takih^ oh more 
responsibility. Ahd the -first thih^ he wahts me to 
do is start wakih^ mysel-f up ih the morhih^. 

'Thats actually a real problem, because X depehd 
oh MIM to wake ne u^. 



HUP HUP HUP. 
LET'S GO, 
LET'S GO! 


■z-z-zzz 




c^> © 



"That’s the way we’ve beeh doih^ it -for YEARS, 
ahd X really doht see ahy reasoh to chahge 
thih^s how. 

Pad said that i-f X doh’t learh to wake mysel-f up 
with <*h alarm clock, theh X™ hot ^ohha khow 
how to do it wheh X 30 o-f-f to college. 
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But X always -fi^ureti that would be +Ke way me 
ahd Pad would stay ih touch. 



Yesterday was the -first day X tried to wake 
mysel-f u^>, ahd it didht work out so well. My alarm 
weht o-ff ahd all^ but the souhd just worked its 
way ihto my dream. 
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MEEP! 

MEEP! 

MEEP! 


























































































A^d "today didhX op ahy bet+er. X se+ my alarm 
+o "radio" ahd -tubed i+ +o a classical music s-ta+ioh 
because X didh-|- waht- -to hear -that" ahho^ih^ bee^ 
■fiirs+ -thihc^ ih the morhih^. But -the music didh + 
wake me u^>, ei+her. 



Xhe problem is, wi+hout- ah ac+ual humah beihg 
wakih^ me u^, my braih is always c^ohha -fihd Some 
excuse +o kee^> slee^ih^. Bu-t X +hihk X mi^hVve 
■figured ou+ a solu-h’oh -to -this alarm clock si+ua+ioh. 
X -fouhd ohe o-f -those old-style wihdu^> clocks ih 
the s+ora^e room today, ahd those clocks make a 
hu^e racked wheh they 30 o-f-f. 
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X +es+ed i+ oo- I- +o see i-f i+ s+ill worked, ahd sore 
ehoo^K, i+ did. 



X doh + +hihk ANYONE could slee^> +hrou^h a 
hoise like THAT. The ohly ^>rotlem is +ha+ +he 
clock doesh+ have a ' shooze’ tar, so In worried 
X H shu+ i+ o-ff ahd -fall tack asleep. 

clock uhder my ted. This 
way, wheh +he alarm ^oes o-f-f, X II have +o ^e+ u^> 
+o -fihd +he clock, ahd +heh X ll te u^> -for +he day 

Friday 

X+ +urhs oo+ +he hew alarm clock caused some 
hew ^rotlems. 

IS 


So +ohi<jh+ X hid +he 





VJi+K +ha+ wihdup clock +ickih<^ uhder ry ted, X 
■fel+ like X was sleepihc^ oh +op o-f a tont +t»d+ 
was dtooi +o op o-f-f. So +Ke s+ress kep+ me dwdke 
\vx\-f +Ke hi^K+. 



X sleepwalked +t*rouc^t> ry day a+ school, which 
was -fihe uh+il we had ah assent!^. Vie were lihed 
up +o ^o ih+o +he audi+oriun, ahd X was leahih^ 
a^aihsi +he wall. 



E>u+ X rnuS+Ve -falleh asleep -for Kal-f a secohd, 
tecause ry hahd slipped ahd X accideh+dlly se+ o-f-f 
+he -fire alarm. 
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n e whole school had +0 evacuate, ahd +hree 
mihu+es la+er -there were a buhch o-f -fire trucks 
00+ -froh+. 


j_L 



Af+er -they •fouhd 00+ -there was ho -fire, -they let - 
ever^ohe hack ih+o -the school. "The prihcipal 30+ 
oh -the loudspeaker ahd said +ha+ whoever set - o-f-f 
+he alarn was ^ohha be suspehded ahd -that - +he^ 
should +urh -themselves ih. 




































X doh + khow muc \\, ku+ wFa+ X DO khow is 
+Fa+ y oo sFouldh + ahhouhce wFa+ -tFe ^uhisFr'teh-l- 

o^>le +o +urh 

+Femselves ih. So X decided i+ would ke smarl- +o 
kee^> <^uie+ ahd le+ +Fis all blow over. 


i s 


^ohha 


ke BEFORE 


T 


00 a 


sk 


? e 


AF+er +Fird period , a rumor s+ar+ed ^oih^ arouhd 
school +Fa+ +Fe -fire, alarm s<^uir+s ou+ ihvisikle 
liquid wFeh yoo ^ull -fFe Fahdle, ahd +Fa+ +Fe 
■teacFers Fad some sor+ o-f special X-ra y wahd 
+Fe^ could use +o see +Fe liquid oh somekodys 
Fahd. So i+ was ohly a ma++er o-f +ime ke-fore +Fey 
Fouhd +Fe culori+. 



eVeryohe 

TEACHERS wFo s+ar+ed +Fe rumor ahd •+ was 
jus+ a +rick +o see wFicF kid would 30 +0 +Fe 
ka+Froom -firs+ +0 wasF Fis Fahds. 


s+ar+ed wohdenh^ i-f i+ was +Fe 
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So +h<*+ 30+ eVeryohe REALLY ^arahoid. 



^fheh NOBODY would ^o +0 +he ba+hroom, ahd 
ever^ohe who ac+ually heeded +0 30 decided +0 Jus+ 
hold i+ uh-h'l -the ehd o-f +he day. 



"The ^>n'hci^al eVeh+ually h<*d +0 shu+ +he school 
dowh early because hobod 
ahd were ri<^h+ ih +he middle o-f flu seasoh. 

8l 


y was washih^ +heir hahds 
















































Mom was off a+ +Ke library s+udyiho|, so X l>dd -to 




caII Pad a+ work Ahd Ask Kim +o come ^>ick me 
■from school t<xr\y. Ata he didn't seem +oo ta^y 
dt>OU+ i+. 



Bu+ if he didh + mdke me wdke myself u^, ^oY\t o-f 
+his wooldve eveh ta^ehed. 


VJedhesdd^ 

XKe^re s+dr-h'h^ a hew uhi+ ih our Hedl+h cl ass 
cdlled ' Xhe Fac+s o-f Life,” Ahd A^dreh+ly i+ 
covers dll +he s+uff +heyve t>eeh ddhcih^ Arouhd 
for +he ^>as+ cookie of moh+hs. Xhe^ seh+ 
^ermissioh sli^s home, Ahd if you doh + ^e+ yours 
sighed , yourt ho+ Allowed +o eVeh be ih +he 
cUssroom -for +he res-l - of +he semes+er. 
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X really doh + like -this ^ernissioh sli^> +lvh^. Mon 
ohly le+s ne wa+cK G-ra+ed novies, so X khow 
+Keres ho WAY shell le+ me be ih +he class. 

Xo ^e+ aroohd +hd+ ^>roblen, X +yped u^> a -fake 
ho+e ahd -fa^ed i+ oh +o^ o-f +he ac+ual ^ernissioh 
sli^. 

I give my child permission 
to do extra homework. 


Signature of parent/guardian 


Luckily, Mon didh+ look a+ +he ^>a^>er +oo closely, 

ahd X 30+ +he si^ha+ure X heeded. 


now TWAT was 

AN EASY DECISION! 
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XA ac+ually ^lad +Key re doih<^ +his "Fac +s o-f 
Li-ft" uhi+, because X have a lo+ o-f ^ues+iohs abou+ 
■this s+uff, ahd X doh + have a reliable wa^ o-f 
^e++ih^ ahswers. 


Jus+ abou+ eVer^+hih^ X khow ih +his de^>ar+neh+ 
cones -fron Albert Sahdy, ahd X^ s+ar+ih^ +0 
wohder i-f hes beeh -feedih^ ne bad ih-forna+ioh. 

Like las+ week, he +old ever^ohe a+ +he luhch -table 
+Ka+ its nedicaiy in^ossible -for a c^irl +o -fari. 




VJell, X khow +ha+s ho+ true because o-f +he +ine 
Mon Lodged Aoh+ Poro+hy oh Chris+nas E-Ve. 










Anyway, ioday was +he -firs+ day o-f +he Tac+S 
o-f Li-fe’ uhi+, ahd sure ehou<^h> Horse Powell 
seh+ +he kids whose ^areh+s wouldh^ sic^h -their 
^ernissioh sli^s dowh +o -the library -to be "special 
helpers" for -the day. 



Fhe res+ o-f us were ^re-Ky exerted, because we 
cooldh“t wait - -to hear all -the juicy s+o-fp Horse 
Powell was about - -to -tell us. 


But - i+ didht- op -the way X expected at - ALL. 
Horse Powell ^o+ some charts u^> oh -hhe easel ahd 
s+ar+ed -talkihc^ about - zy^o-tes ahd chromosomes 
ahd a whole bohch o-f o+her scieh+i-fic hohsehse. 
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X ke^rf wAi+ihj -for her +o -fell us -this was aII a 
bicj joke Ahd +heh je+ +o +he jood s+ufT,, bu+ 
i-f heVer ^A^ehed. So X^ c^uessihc^ -the school is 
jus+ -fryih^ +o coh-fuse us +o mAke us lose ih+eres-f. 

AhywAy, i-f +he school IS -fryihj -to coh-fuse us, 
-fheyre doih^ a pre-Hy ^ood jot. A+ luhch we 
-fried +o ex^Uih w U+ we leArhed ih +he Tac+s 
o-f Li-fe uhi-f +o +he kids who didh + je+ +heir 
^•ernissioh sli^s sighed, Ahd we couldh't A^ree oh a 
sih^le -fhih^. 
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S<rK>rci<y 

Aho+her +hih<^ Pads ih charge o-f how +K<>+ Hons 
Wk ih school is +akih^ us kids +o our deh+is+ 
a^oih+neh+S. 

Hos+ kids doh+ like ^oih^ +o +he deh+is+; bu+ X 
ac+ually look FORWARD +o i+. Xve beeh c^oihg 
+o +he sane deh+is+ sihce X was +wo ^ears old; 
ahd -+he^ are +o+aiy ny -+y^>e o-f o^>era+ioh. 


* Tender Hugs * 

^ (Pediatric Cental (Sore _ 

MWe cater to 
Vcowards! 


Tall Pines 
Shopping Mall 



Peanut 


B>u+ H"Ke naih reasoh X like ^oih^ +o +he deh+is+ 
is because X an TOTALLY ih love wi+h +he 
h^iehisi who works -there, Rachel. 
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Rachel always lectures me ahoui hru 
■flossih^ ahd all +ha+, hu+ she’s so cu+e +ha+ i+’s 
hard +o -take her seriously. 




YOUR GUMS ARE IN 
VERY BAD SHAPE. 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
NEED TO FLOSS 
EVERY DAY FROM 
NOW ON. 




Moms always 

She says +ha+ i-f X doh + +ake he-tter care o-f my 
+ee+h, X m ^ohha ehd u^> wi+h deh+ures he-fore X 
op +o college. 



Xve beeh ihihkihg abou-j- +ha+, ahd 
+ee+h wouldh + he such a had -tbih^. 


may he -false 


Z°i 


























X-f X had deh+ures., X could have someohe ELSE 
+ake care o-f ny -fee+h, ahd X could spehd +he 

ac+ually ehj 



ex+ra +ine doihc^ some+hih<^ X 


I'M GONNA NEED\ 
THESE BACK BY 
BREAKFAST. J 



S 


Xhe ohly problem wi+h beih^ ih love wi+h your 
h^iehis+ is +ha+ you ohly ^e+ +o see her every six 
noh+hs wheh you ^e+ your +ee+h cleahed. So X 
have +o nake +he nos+ o-f every Visi+. 

Xhe las+ +ine IU ah a^oih-+neh+, X looked 
Rachel ih +he eye +he whole +ine she cleahed my 
+ee+h so she could see X was de-firM+ely ih+eres+ed. 
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"TKis norhih^ X ac+ually weh+ ou+ ahd tou^K'l' 

in^ressioh oh 
Ker. So wKeh Pad +old ne +o <^e+ ih +Ke car, X 
was ready. 


some colo^he +o make ah ex+ra-<jood 


^o+ oh +Ke Ki^Kway. X +old Kin +U+ Ke K*d 
nissed +Ke +urh ahd +Ka+ Tehder Hu^s Peh+al 
Care was tack +Ke o+Ker way. 


dehiis+s o-f-fict ahd 
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B<-+ P«<J said Xr< +oo old +o kee^> c^oih^ +0 a 
kids' deh+is+, so s+dr+ihg +od<y he wds swi+chih^ 
me over +0 his deh+is+, Pr. Kd^dh. 

my s^>ihe wheh he Sdid +hd+ home. 
X've seeh Pr. Kd^dh's Ulbodrds oh +he hi^hwdy, 

dS d +o+dlly 
di-f/ereh+ d^rodch +hdh Tehder Hv^s. 

Dr. Salazar Kagan 

ORAL SURGERY 

and general dentistry 

ROOT CANALS 
ABSCESS DRAINAGE 
BONE GRAFTING 

"Because bad oral health is nothing to smile about." 

X +ried +0 ^e+ Pdd +0 chdh^e his mihd, bu+ he 
Sdid he dlreddy did +he ^d^erwork +0 swi+ch me over 
dhd +here wds ho +urhih0 Wk. X +hou^h+ dtoo+ 
mdkih^ d ruh -for i + 1 bu+ Pdd mus+ve khowh whd+ 

X wds +hihkiha, tecdose he locked +he cdr doors. 

°ll 



dhd X ^e+ +he im^ressioh he h 















Pr. Kac^ahs o-f-fict was eVeh scarier +hah X 
^ic+ored i+. He didh + have ahy colorih^ books or 
■toys or 

Tender H^s wai-Wh^ room. 


+Ke kihds o-f +hih0S +hey have ih +he 


you’d better 

hope you 



flossedj 


1 

GUM DISEASE 


IT S PROBABLY 
ALREADY TOO LATE 

• 



Pr. Ka^ah was wai+ih^ -for me ih his office, ahd 
all his shar^ me-Ul ihs+roneh+s ahd drills were 
ri^K+ ou+ ih +he o^>eh -for me +o see wheh X 
walked ih. 
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After X sa+ dowh ih -+Ke cKair, V r. Ka^ah 
s+ar+ed jrillihj me at>ou+ r\j ea+ih^ ahd drihjcih^ 
Kabi+s. He ac+i/aiy ^o+ HAD wKeh X +olci Kin 
X drihk soda, ahd Ke weh+ ih -tKe side roon ahd 
trou^K+ ou+ a jar -filled wi+K browh licjuid +K<*+ K<*d 
a ro-Heh +00+K ih i+. 






























He +old me is wKa+ Ka^ehed +o a real +00+K 
wKeh i+ was left ih a jar o-f soda -for +weh-fry—four 
Kours. X +old Pr. Ka<^ah X would make sure X 
heVer lef+ my +ee+K ih a jar o-f soda oVerhic^K+. 
X*m ^>re-Hy sure Ke +Kou^K+ X was beih^ 
sarcas+ic, i>u+ X was jus+ -l-ryih^ +0 show Kim X 
was y>ayih0 a-H-eh+ioh. 


*TKeh Ke cleahed my +ee+K. X s+ar+ed +0 ^>ahic, 
because l-f -there s ohe ^>ersoh you doh + wah+ +0 
fce mad a+ you, i+s -the ^uy wKos 30+ me+al -tools 
^okihcj arouhd ih your mou+K. 



X-rays. 

He ^u+ a ^>iece o-f ^las+ic be+weeh my +ee+K ahd 
■told me +0 bit-e dowh. XKeh he -took ah X-ray ahd 

^las+ic 



30+ -the hex+ ^>iece o-f 


A+ ohe ^oiht - , Pr. Kacjah s+ar+ed doih^ 
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A-f+er +wo or +hree X-rays, X s+ar+ed +o ^e+ +he 
h«*h<^ o-f i+, ahd so wheh Pr. Ka^ah did ry rnolars, 
X bi+ dowh oh +he ^>las+ic be-fore he eveh +old me 
+o. A+ leas+ X THOUGHT i+ was +he ^>las+ic. X+ 
+urhs 00+ i+ was ac+ually Pr. Kacjahs -firmer. 



Vlell, i-f he was mad be-fore, i+ was NOTHING 
compared +o +his. 

Pr. Kacjah +old r^e +o o^o ou+ +o +he wai+ihg room 
while he worked oh ry "dia^hosis." X was ^>re+-y 
sure he was ^ohha come back ahd +ell Pad X 
heeded +o ^e+ a roo+ cahal or some+hih^ so he 
could ^e+ eVeh wi+h me. 
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Bui Pr. Kac^ah actually did sone+Eh^ eVeh 

WORSE. He "told Pad X heeded +o -take "major 
correc+ive measures" -for my overbi+e, ahd he ^ave 
Pad +his pam^hle+— 



Pr. Ka^ah said X would heed +o wear my 
headgear a+ all -times, especially durih^ -the day 
w heh X m a+ school. So ofeviously hes -tryih^ +o 
ruih my social life. 
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VJheh X woke uy +his morhih<^, X coolciv-\ + -fihd ry 
Kead^ear where X left i+, so X K«»d +0 30 -to school 
wi+hoo+ rh Ho+ +K<»-1' Xrn com^Uihih^ or Afy+hihg. 


Xh H^aI+K cIass V 4 i»rse Powell -told os we were 
<joihg +0 be s+ar+ihg a hew ohi+ a!)oo+ ^Areh+ih^. 
She SAid +hA+ beih^ a no+her or a ^A-l-her is a bi<j 
res^ohsibilrty Ahd +Ka+ ih +his ohi+ we were ^ohhA 
leArh +Ka+ -takihc^ cAre of a bAb^ is ho ^>iece o-f cAke. 


Xheh she +ook 00+ a cAr-tah o-f e^s. She SAid eAch 
ohe o-f os was ^ohhA h*Ve +0 -take oor e<^ hone 
Ahd re+orh i+ +0 cIass +he hex+ dAy. 



A^d +he role was +hA+ we h 
e 53 "I" 0 her ^>er-fec+ shA^e 
y+hih^. 


or Ahs 


Ad +0 re+orh oor 
, wi+h ho crAcks ih i+ 


°12> 







How, X doh + khow wba+ a cbwckeh e<^ has +o 
do wi+h a baby, bo+ +his is ohe o-f +hose si+oa+iohs 
+ha+ make ne wohder i-f Xd be ^e-Hih^ a be-Her 
edoca-h'oh i-f Mon ahd Pad swi+ched ne over +o 
^riva+e school. 



"Theh Horse Powell said "this e^ +hih<^ was cjohha 
cooh+ -for 25 % o-f our ^rade. 


VJell, wbeh Horse Powell neh+iohed grades, X 30+ 
n alread 

X doh + heed +0 -flohk 00+ o-f Heal+h, +00. So X 

e 33 s< ^ e - 

Xhe o+her boys didh + seen +00 worried abooi 
TWEIR grades, Jod^ihc^ by wha-|- ha^ehed a-f+er 
class le+ 00+. 


khew X was <^ohha have +0 kee^> ny 


■failih^ Algebra, ahd 


really Y^tr^ous. X 












X heard i+ +ook +he jahi+or all a-f+erhooh +o scrut 
+he yolks o-f-f +he lockers. 





Xhe ohly boy besides ne who didh + break his e^ 
ricjh+ away was Rowley, who -fucked i+ ih his shir+ 
^>ocke+. 



COME 
ALONG, 
ROWLEY 
JUNIOR. 




X didh + have a shir-f ^ocke-f or ahywhere sa-fe 
+o ^>u+ MY ec^, so X heeded +o -figure ou+ 
Some+hih^ <^uick. 
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X ehded o^> ^e++ihcj a ho^e woid of +oile+ ^>A^>er 
•from +he bA+hroom Ahd S+o-f-fih^ i+ ih+o r*y 
bAck^Ack for coshiohih^. X tad +o +Ake some o-f 
ny books oo+ so +tay wooldh+ crosh +ta ecj<^, so 
X ^oess +ta+ meAhS X woh+ be doihc^ ry bjis+ory 
homework +ohi^b>+. 



X*n hervoos Aroohd e<^s ArywA^, becAose 0/ Ah 
ihcideh+ +ta+ ta^ehed Ias+ yz<\r. 

-fAmily <^o+ ihVi+ed +0 +ta Shell as taose -for 
Aho+tar ohe o-f +tair kids’ tal-f-bir+M<y ^>Ar+ies. 

Xta ShelUs h<*d a +Able se+ op wi+bt aII sor+s o-f 
•food; Ahd mos+ of i+ looked +00 fAh<y for me. Bo+ 

X khew Mom woold +b»hk i+ was rode if X didh + 
po+ some+bwh^ oh r»y pU+e. 
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Xhe ohl^ -thih^ X coold ac+uaiy reco^hize w <xs +he 
deviled z$$S/ becduse X hdd -them d+ GrdmmdS 
house d couple o-f "himes. 



X pu+ dt>ou+ +eh o-f +hem oh ry pld+e. Bu+ wheh 

X t>i+ ih+o ohe, X ^d^ed. X^e deviled e<^s d+ 
+he Shellds house didh + ^ds+e ANYTHING like 
■the ohes Grdmmd mdkes, dhd how X hdd d whole 
pld+e full o-f -them. 


So X wdi+ed uh+il ho ohe wds lookih^, dhd +heh X 
dumped dll +he deviled e^s ih +his plds+ic pldhi ih 
+he dihih^ room. 
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X go^ aw<y wrlX ii, bu+ a -few weeks Idier Mrs. 
Shelld +old Mom +here wds d redlly bdd smell ih 
+Keir house dhd -they couldh + -figure ou+ where i+ 
WdS comivv^ -frc 


on. 


A+ firs+ Mr. dhd Mrs. Shelld -+h ou^h+ +Ke Smell 

hired d 

mdybe d 

squirrel or d mouse died ih -their wdlls. So -they had 
d cdr^eh+er come ih -to -try +0 -fihd i+. 


-that" didhi 


wds comih^ -from -the cdr^>e+, so -they 
cledher +0 come shampoo -the rug. Bu- 
solve -the problem, dhd -they -thought" 



A/+er d -few weeks, X ^uess -they couldhi -take 
■the smell ahymore, so -they moved ou+. 
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A^d X have +o adni-t X -fel+ a li-Hle t>i+ 30 
wheh X saw +hey were +akih^ +heir ^las-h'c ^>Uh+ 
wi+h +hern. 




Fver sihce, Xve beeh +ryihg -to -figure ou+ how +0 
sheak some deviled e^s i^+o Fre^leys house. 


Tuesday 

Yesterday wheh X 30+ home, X ^u+ my egg ih rw 
sock drawer, bu+ +heh X realized i+ wouldh+ be 
sa-fe ih -there. 


Vslhehever X have some+hihc^ hew, Mahhy -fihds a 
way +0 ^e+ +0 i+ ahd wreck i+. 
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Xh -fac+, i+ ohly +ook a d<y ahd a hal-f -for Mahh^ 
+o -fihd n^ headgear. Ahd X doh + care WHAT 
Pr. Ka^ah says, -there’s ho way XA fu-Hih^ 
THAT +hih^ ih ny noi/tX a^aih. 




X "i'hou^h't abou+ Kidih^ -the e<^ a+ +he +o^> o-f ny 
close+, but - +ha+ wouldh + s+o^ tAahhy. X hid some 
conic books u^> +here ohce, bo+ -tha+ boy cah clinb 
like a nohkey. 

1 
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VJha+ X realize*i is +ha+ +he more work X 
^>u+ ih+o Kidih^ sone+hih<^, +he be++er chahce 
Hahiry 

e aa 

+hi+»k +o look. 



has o-f -fihcli^ i+. So X decided +o hide 
ih ah otvioos s^>o+ where he would hever 


X f>u+ i+ ih +he refri^era+or oh +he secohd shel-f. 
B>u+ -this norhih^ X o^>ehed "the re-fri<^era+or +o 
^e+ ny ecj^, ahd i+ wash + where X left i+. 



X weh+ ih+o 
seeh Hahhy 


a ^>ahic, ahd X asked Hon i-f shed 
+ake ny e<^ ou+ o-f +he refri^era+or. 


B>u+ Hon said SHE was +he ohe who +ook i+, ahd 
+ha+*s wha+ she was nakih^ ne -for t>reak-fas+. 
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AH o-f a suddeh X -fel^ a li++le sick +o my s+o nacK. 
X realized +Ka+ i-f X cooldh + eVeh +ake care o-f ah 
e 33 ^° r ‘^ wc,ry ^ y~~four Kours, X defihi+ey have ho 
tosihess ever keih^ a ^areh+. 


VJKeh X 30+ +0 school, X ho+iced +Ka+ all -the 
c^irls ih my Heal+h class had ^o+teh TWElR e<j<js 
+0 school safely. Some o-f -the ^irls were carryih^ 
+heirs aroohd ih li-Hle pouches +heyd sewh, ahd a 
■few o-f -them had eVeh accessorized +heir e<^s wi+h 
sparkles ahd ^li+ter ahd s+u-f-f like +ha-h 
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Xr*> ^>re+-y sure +he ^>oih+ of +he lessoh was +o 
■teach us how hard i+ is -to -fake care of a baty, 
so X doh+ -thihk -the ^irls were really ^e-t+ih^ 
■the nessa^e. 



X was -thihkih^ about- swyihcj Rowleys e^ wheh 
he wash + lookih^ ahd ^assih^ i+ o-ff as ry owh, 
but- he had drawh all over his ih cra^oh, so +hat- 
washt" ah o^+ioh. 
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VJheh Horse Powell came +o ny desk; X polled oo+ 
■the ^>las+ic t>a<^ie -that - had ny scrambled e^ ih 
i+; bo+ she didh+ seem -too impressed. 



So X ^oess "that" meahs Xrn ^robaby cjohha be ih 
Sommer school -to repeat Health class. 


eVer^ohe who k 
■their e^s ih ^er-fec+ cohdi+ioh overhicjht. Xheh she 
collec+ed all -the ec^s ahd ■threw -them ih -the trash. 



Horse Powell coh^ra+ula+ed 



















Vlell, +ha+ seh+ Rowley ahd +he c^irls ih+o hys+erics. 



An I cah say is, +R's whole episode has 30+ me 
seriously cohcerhed at>ou+ +he hex+ ^ehera+ioh o-f 
^areh+s ih our couh+ry. 


Friday 

'TK.s a-f+erhooh -there was a khock oh -the door, 
Ahd wheh X o^ehed i+ X was ^>re-Hy surprised +o 
see Grahd^a s+ahdih^ -there. 
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X was kihd o-f coh-foseX because be bad bis 
oVerhi^b+ ba^ wi+b bira. Bu+ wbeh X +urhed 
arouhd ahd saw Mon ahd Pad w,+K THEIR 
lu^cja^e, X -figured ou+ wba+ was ^oih^ oh. 


Mon ahd Pad said +be^ b<*Veh + ^o-Heh +o s^ehd a 
I0+ o-f +ine +o^e+ber la+el^, so +bey decided +0 30 oh 
a "ronah+ic weekehd ^e+away. "The^ asked Grahd^a 
+0 cone b^ ahd wa-fcb us while +be^ were <^ohe. 



X wish +be^ d<dh •+ have +0 30 ahd +brow +be 
word Vonah+ic" ih +bere> because +ba+ ^>ar|- was 
de-fihi+ely +00 nucb ih-forna+ioh -for ne. 


Mon ahd Pad doh + +rus+ ne ahd Rodrick +0 be 
bone alohe, because +be LAST fine +bey lef+ us 
oh our owh, Rodrick b*d a bu^e ^>ar+y. 


Ill 











VJheheVer Mon ahd Pad 30 away, +hey usually 
leave os wi+h Gramma. Bo+ Grammas oh a cruise 
wi+h her -friehcls, so +ha+s why we 30+ s+ock 
wi+h Grahd^a. 


Mom ahd Pad doh + <^’Ve os ahy advahce warhih^ 
wheh +hey 30 away. For H-Feir ahhiversary, we 
didh+ eveh khow +hey were ^ohe oh+il +hey called. 



"The LAST +ime +hey lef+ os a+ oor owh house 
wi+h Grahd^a was wheh me ahd Rod rick were 
really li++le. 

weh+ wroh^ -+Fa+ week, bo+ X do remember +ha+ 
he droned me of-f for X*ball ^rac+ice a+ +he 
wroh^ +ime ahd a+ +he wroh^ -field. 
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X doh+ remember eVery+hih^ +ha+ 













X doh’+ +R'hk Rod rick w as c r<xij oitou-l- +he ideA o-f 
KrtVih^ GrAhdfA as a t)A{ysi-H-er, becAuse +Ke secohd 
Mon Ahd PAd left, Rodrick "took o-ff. 



Uh-for+ohA+ely, X doh+ KaVc a vah or a drivers 
licehse o-f ry owh, so X was s+ock wi+K GrAhd^A 
Ahd MAhiry. 


LET’S PLAY 
GIN RUMMY! 
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Mahvy weh+ s+rai^K+ +o ted, eveh +Kou<^K i+ 
was ohly H -30 ih +Ke a-f+erhooh. So +ha+ left 
jus+ me ahd Grahd^a. 


a made grilled cheese sahdwicKes wi+K +t»e 
crus+s cu+ o-f-f -for dihher, wKicK X Kaveh + K<*d 
since X w as really li-H-le. VJe wa+cKed some TV, 
bu+ +Keh a+ 7 .” 00 Grahdfa sKt'-l - i+ o-f-f and asked 
me i-f X wanted Kim +o read me a s+ory. X Kaveh+ 
Kad a ted+ime s+ory since X was in kinder^ar+en, 
tu+ X didn + wanna K^r+ Grandmas -feelings, so X 
jus+ wen+ along wi+K i+. 



really early +Kis morning. 
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Ahd wheh X came dowhs+airs^ X saw a bicj whi+e 
bihder si-ttihcj oo+ oh +he ki+cheh -table. 



AH of a soddeh +he ^rilled cheese sahdwiches ahd 
+he s+ory ahd +he early bediime all made sehse. 
Grahd^a was osih0 -the mahoal f"Aom ma de lor K in 
+he LAST +ime he +ook care of os a+ home, ei<^h+ 
or hihe years a^o. 


X -fli^>Y >e d +hroo^h +he ^a^es, ahd sore ehoo^h, i+ 
was •filled wi+h ihs+roc+iohs for how +o +ake care 
of os wheh we were li-H-le kids. 
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Ar»d a+ let*s+ °\5% o-f i+ was +o+aII^ ou+cU+ed. 



Jdo mot hk. ftodlnick. Jlnlmfii 
amjjL, hSoiJL JMUlrmi, a& 

O xt* ^rmahid. hmu 
>/\uptfUXC&v€. 



Some o-f +he s+u-fT ih -there was ac+uaII^ ^>re+ty 
erdjArrASSihcj. Xrn jus+ ^Ud X -fouhd -the mAhuAl 
be-fore Rod rick did, or he'd hever le+ me heAr -the 
ehd o-f i+. 
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X& ^yt 

s£yrVL<xlhLt~Ul, 


QvuxsnuL, ocJHU, hd. 
UynuxAend. 'xjASA. hoyd., 
"We d 2 oea, mot hruxjr 
hour to- tsJUL hid. J Qeflb 
arndi rudkk thozJx apa/vi 

AO AiL hJillfL mXJbcH hQp, 

c^lMj/ncjs thtsm. on. 















X filled +o +he ^a<^e with "X" oh it, ahd heres 
what X -fouhcl— 


T 


Jux ^yt 


°TJhi. maj£ Ajjodbchj 

AJJjX Jb& jtPu/ubu, /rwnjj±BA 
^yto^iamvrruor^, a d2cu^. 


6 


X doht thihk X’n ^ohha survive a whole weekehd 
with Grahdpa if X'™ hot allowed to watch a lot 
of TV, so X ri^ed out the ^>a<^e ahd drew u^> a 


hew ohe. 


T ls for . 

television 


O 


O 


Gregory *s allowed 
to watch as much 
as he likes. 
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Xf>eh X realized +f at tfe "S” pacje 
tack of tfe "V pa^e, so X had to 
ohe, +oo. 


was oh the 
replace that 



O 


I+’s what you should 
do to Rodrick If he ever 
leaves the house with¬ 
out asking first. 



/ 

Rodrick did yesterday, and Grandpa went tack to 
his cohdo. VJhich is a shame, tecause X was really 
keeping my -fingers crossed oh that "S thihc^. 



Monday 

Uhfor+uha+el 


Mom said that she ahd Pad did a lot of talking 
over the weekend, and they agreed that things 
have started to slip around the house ever since 
she started ^oih^ tack to school. 
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X -figured Mon was cjohha chew us cjuys ou+ -for 
ho+ doih^ our share, bu+ she ac+ually said she was 
^ohha WIRE soneohe +o help wi+h +he cleahih^. 

X couldh + believe wha+ X was hearih^. Xhe words 
Mon used were dones+ic help, bu+ X khew +ha+ 
was jus+ code -for "naid." 

X ^uess Mon was pre-Hy enbarrassed abou+ havih^ 
+o hire soneohe +o help 00+ wi+h +he household 
chores, because she asked us all ho+ +0 neh+ioh i+ 
+0 ahyohe. 

VJell> Xn sorry, bu+ oppor+uhiTies like +his doh + 
cone arouhd +00 o-f+eh -for ne, so i+ was a liT+le 
hard +0 keep <^uie+ a+ school. 


WE'RE GETTING 

A MAID! 

~V 



in 










Chir<*3 Gu^+a said his -fanily doesh + NEED a naid 
ahd -tha+ he was ^lad his non is -there wheh he 
cones hone -fron school every day. 



CHEW 

CHEW 





B>u+ Xn sure +h«+s wha+ all +he hoh-naid people 
say +o nake -thenselves -feel be+t-er. 


Xonorrow is our naid Xsabellas -first day. X 
thought that neaht we could all kick tack ahd be 
a li-H-le extra slobby, sihce soneohe would be ^ickih^ 
u^> a-fter us, but Mon nade eVeryohe cleah -the 
house -tohi^ht. She said she didht wah+ Xsabella 
thihkih^ we lived ih a 








































Tuesday 

Today wheh T 30+ hone -from school, Tsabella 
was ih +he -fanily roon wa+chiV\0 a +alk show. T 
^uess I cah+ really blane her -for loa-fih^ arouhd, 
since we had done all +he cleaning -for her. £>0+ she 
s+ayed -for abou+ +wo hours and ■fo+ally hocked 
+he TV. 



Tohi<jh+ when Hon 30+ hone after her classes, 
she was anazed a+ how s^o+less +he house was. 

I doh+ +hink she renentered +ha+ WE were +he 
ohes who did all +he work. 
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Bu+ she seened ha^y, so X didn't wah+ +o s^oil 
i+ -for her. 



X wash + as ha^y as Mon. Las+ hi^h+ X left 
Xsabella a ho+e askih^ her +o +ake care o-f ny 
laohdr^. X wash + sure i-f she would •fake orders 
■from a kid, so X nade +he ho+e look like i+ was 
■from Mon. 


Dear Isabella, 

Please do my son 

Gregorys laundry. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Heff ley 


122 


















Xn +echhicdlly su^osed +o do ny OWN lauhdr^, 
ahd X didh + wdh+ Mon +o fihd ou+ X w as dskihc^ 
Xsabella +o do i+ -for ne. So X ^>u+ -this lihe <*+ 
+Ke to'H'on— 


P.S. Now +ha+ youve read 
my no+e, you should jus+ 
+hrow 1+ ou+. 


Xheh X ^>u+ +he ho+e oh +o^> o-f +he bd<^ ahd 
left i+ ou+ where Xsabella would see i+. X was 
ex^ec+ih^ +o cone hone ahd fhd dll n^ lauhdry ih 
hea+, -folded ^iles oh ny ted, bu+ ihs+ead X 30+ a 
ho+e BACK -fron Xsabella. 


Luckily, X 30+ hone before Mon did, or she wouldVe 
fouhd i+. 


Shari 

°flour, xdvdh c Stul/fl 

X&. Q^aXrbo 
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Thai really s+uhk, because X had +o haul ny 
lauhdry ba^ all +he way back u^s+airs. A^d le+ 
ne +ell you, i+ was a lo+ harder ^oih^ u^> +hah 
conih^ dowh. 



Xsabella doesh+ cone back uh+il "Thursday, so X 
^oess X II have +0 wai+ uh+il +heh +0 +ake aho+her 
crack a+ i+. 


This is ac+ually ^>re++y exci+ih^ -for ne, because 
Xve hever had ahyohe X could -farn ny work ou+ 
+0. Rod rick is ALWAYS -trickihcj ne ih+o doih^ 
s+utf for HIM. 


He ll s+ar+ by askih^ ne +0 do sone+hi^, ahd X 
always say ho. 
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GO GET Me\ 
SOME ICE 
CREAM. J 




Xheh he s+ar+s couh-Hhc^ dowh -from +eh. Ahd X 
doh+ khow why, hoi +ha+ ^e+s +o me every -time. 



Xve -fouhd ou+ +Ka+ kihd o-f +hih<^ doeshi work 
oh adul+s. 
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Las+ week X +ried +o <^e+ Pad +o fe+ch -the TV 
remo+e, because X left i+ oh +he ki+cheh -table. 
E>u+ he didhT eveh move a muscle. 



Ahyway, Xr*» ho^ihg Xsabella comes -through for 
me oh Thursday. XVe beeh wearih^ +he same socks 
•for a -few days how, ahd +heyre s+ar+ih^ +o feel 
like cardboard. 


Th urs day 

OK, how -this is s-tartih^ -to cje+ a li-Hle ridiculous. 
Last- hi^h+ X draped my lauhdry back dowhs+airs 
ahd left aho+her ho+e for Xsabella. 
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Dear Isabella, 

Gregory is +he child whose bedroom 
has blue wallpaper. Please wash 
and dry his clo+hes and pu+ -fhem 
in his room. 

Thank you, 
Mrs/HefFI ey 


B>d ihs+ead o-f cleah Irtohdry, X jos+ 3d 
aho+her ho+e. 


Quart T^bu^.yia^a^, 

TPia/nJI?, ya c Sofu^cod^ TloUr, 

juJOuHdL J^OLL JtiUkjLs rmJL ±& Jbsi^ono^L *jh SL 

Jla/lAh, Ausrrri *Pvit JkaJkt& qTL x jJOjJh 

JLtMSLcu 


How X ^e+ Xsabella's ad-. She's ^ohha kee^> 
dra^ih^ dbis od -forever. Oh +he ohe h«*hd, X 
kihd o-f have -to rested her skill a+ avoiding work. bd 
oh +he o+her h*hd, X really do heed some 
cleah ohderwear sooh. 
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A^d whd+ REALLY S+ihks is +hd+ Xsdbella ^dS 
t>eeh ert+ih^ our Juhk -food. X weh+ +o ^e+ sone 
^re+zels ou+ o-f +he ^dh+ry +ohi^n+> dhd +he bd^ 
WdS ^rdc+icdlly em^-ty. 


X ho+iced +he ^>o+d-l-o clv^s were ^ohe, +oo. A^d 
believe i+ or ho+, Xsdbella le-ft <x ho+e ih +he 
^>dh+ry +o com^ldih dbou+ our shdck selec+ioh. 


QqoTl TW. ; 

VJUoJML rrusfaL litadb d?. 

^art^ecuJL jpcstout©' 
d*Xp& ov€/x jplhum. onruLfc,. 

kzII^^Mcu 


VJell, +Ke ^o+d+o chi^s she d+e WERE bdrbecue, 
bu+ she jus+ did^+ khow i+. Mdhhy licks +he 
•fldVorihg o-f-f +he bdrbecue cKi^>s dhd pu+s ^en 
bdck ih +he bd^. Uh-for-K/hd+ely, X hdd +o ledrh 
■+hd+ +he \\<x rd way. p 


















Mon weh-t Ctrl' ohd Kou<^K+ d buhcK of shocks jus+ 
■for Xsobello ohd ^u+ +Ken ih +Ke ^oh+ry, ohd +Ke 
res+ of us oreh + ollowed -to +oucK - 1 -Ken. 



Mohdoy 

"Toddy o+ school +hey dhhouhced +ha-t +heyre 
<^oih<^ +o have a special -fuhdraiser for -the music 
^ro^ram, colled o Lock-Xh.’ Trom wha+ X coh 
-tell, i+s sort of like o ti^ boy-^irl slumber ^or-ty, 
so you coh de-fihi+ely couh+ ME ih. 


pSSf) We’re having a 

Lock-l n 


this Friday night! 



Your child is invited to a night of supervised 
fun in the middle school auditorium. The 
event goes from dusk till dawn and features 
games and prizes. 

Chaperones needed! 

Admission is $5 and all proceeds will go to 
the Save Our Music Program fund. 
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Xhe only thing that bothered ne wos the 
"chaperone" oort. So X cut that out before X 
showed it +o Mon. 



Tuesday 

All right, XVe had it with our noid. X gave 
her one nore shot a+ doih^ ny laundry, and she 
weasel ed out of it again. 


Dear Isabella, 

1+ is fine to mix +he I ights and 
darks "together. Please take 
care of this at your earliest 
convenience as Gregory is 
out of clean clothes for school. 

Mrs. Heffley 


Ibis is what X found sitting on to^ of the 
laundry tog when X got hone— 

130 










c£Wt VhjtxMo^oj^, 

j^ou. *P\&/ cioJXi^cohxsnx 

Onro J?vour jkcuruj^l .^Plfi, fLkqjtxkJb, amdL 
^1L C (Lafl&tL. IJ/n^yrtu^^ 
rrnJLb|ipJ^ &oJ\JLie/\, m/sksb i/ru 

uAAJA a^oou ^toiadi ujfuy / 


X&. 


X o-f-ficially ^ive u^>. Sihce we always cleah +he 
house be-fore Xsabella cones , X*n ^>re-Hy sore +he 
ohl^ "work” she does is wri+ih^ +hese ho+es. 

A^d i+ ^e+s worse. VJheh X 30+ ih+o ted +ohic^h+, 
X -fel+ Sone+hih^ a+ +he to'H'on o-f r\y shee+s. So 
X reached dowh ahd -foohd wha+ X +hiV*k was a 
^>aMy hose sock. 
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Iha+ neahs Isabella has beeh +akihg ha^>s ih 
MY BED. I weh+ ih+o Hons roon ahd +old her 
+ha+ I +hihk she nade a nis+ake hirihc^ Isabella 
ahd -+ha+ she should le+ her op. 



E>u+ Hon didh + wah+ +o hear i+. She said +h«*H- 
+he house has beeh "innacula+e" ever sihce we hired 
her ahd +ha+ eVeryohe should be ^ra+eful -for +he 
work shes doih^ -for us. So Isabellas ^o+ Hon 
TOTALLY -fooled. 


All I cah say is, i-f beih<^ a naid neahs wa+chihcj 
TV all day, ea+ihc^ shacks, ahd ■fakihc^ ha^s ih ny 
bed, +heh I ^uess I've -fihally -fouhd a career I 
cah ^e+ exci+ed abou-h 
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NOVEMBER 


Saiurday 

Pad droned r»>e o-f-f a+ school a+ 8-’00 Iasi hicjh‘ 1 ' 
■for +he Lock-Xh, ahd +he secohd X walked 
■through -the door, X khew X made a lu^e 
m s+ake. X+ was, like, Wo boys ahd 10 % ^irls. 
Ahd eveh worse, ROWLEY was -there. 



X +t»rhed +0 leave, bo+ ohe o-f +he cha^erohes had 
already locked +he door. So X was s+ock -there -for 
eVeryohe else. 




















e 31'rls ih 

ho+ +0 30 +0 -the Lock-Xh ahd +he ohes who DID 
show uy jus-l - didh + c^e+ +he word ih +ime. 



X^ ^uessihc^ mos+ o-f +h 


X decided X was ^ohha have +0 make +he moS+ 
o-f d, ahd X walked ih+o +he audi+orium, where 
everyohe else was 
"Hvh0 X ho+iced was -+ha+ +here was a+ leasH" ohe 

is ho+ really a 

recipe -for wild +imes. 




+akih^ +heir s+u-ff. Xhe -firsi 


Mos+ o-f -the cha^erohes were ^areh+s, bu+ a -few 
o-f -them were +eachers. Ahd some+hihcj +ells me 
+he -teachers were ohl^ -there because -they didhX 
have a choice. 
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X f>lo^ed ry s+u# dowh oh -the s+A^e, where aII 
+he o+her kids were. Xheh X ho-h'ced +h<*+ Rowley 
was -there, so X noved ry s-io-f-f +o +he o+her 
side o-f -the s+A^e. 

X +hihk r>os-t o-f t-he kids had o\rt<x\y wri-t+eh 
afl -the hi^h^ becAuse jus+ A^ovt eVeyohe was 
^U^ ih^ wi+h wha+ever elec+rohic ^ad^e-t -the^ 
brought - wi+h -them. 



X didhi eVeh TWINK o-f brih^ih^ ry video 
3a n\ts, Ahd X didh+ have a na^az-ihe or ary+hih<^ 
+o eh+er+aih rysel/. So X Asked ohe o-f +he 
^rowh-u^s wha+ X could do. 

tVs. Barbon -told me -there was Ah activity 
ceh+er" ih -the corher -for ahyohe who heeded +0 
■take a ' -fuh break durih^ -the hi<jh"t. 
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dll o-f -the dc+ivi+ies were li-H-le-kid s+u-ff. 



X decided +o jus+ si+ oh ny slee^ihg bd^ wi+h ny 
Kdhds -folded oh ry ld^> ihs+edd. 


A+ ^ ; 00 +he ddul+s Sdtd i+ wds -time for "^dHy 
^dnes/’ i>o+ hobod^ Kedrd -then tecdose ever^ohe 
Kdd Kedd^Kohes oh. Hr. Xahher Sdid ^>eo^le 
heeded +o be ' socidl, so he coh-fiscd+ed dll -the cell 
^hoheS; nusic ^>ldyers, dhd wha+eVer else kids had 
dhd ^>u+ +hem ih d ^drba^e ba^. 



























~TKeh we dll s<»+ ih a circle ih -the middle o-f +he 

f'7 

some "icel)redlkers , ’ -+h«+ would hel^> us ^e+ +o khow 
eacK o+her t>e++er. 


diudi+oriun. Mrs. C«*rr soiid we were ^ohhdi 



B»u+ +he +ru+h is, dill o-f us kids khow ohe aho+her 
really well, because weVe beeh -to^e+her sihce 
preschool. Xh -fac-l", X +hihk we khow each o+her 
TOO well. 


Mrs. Ct*rr Sdiid we were c^ohha s+ar+ wi+h some+hih^ 
c<*lled "the ' Mame Game/ where eVer^ohe ^oes 
arouhd ahd ^iVes +hemselves a hickhame +ha+ 
s+ar+s wi+h +he same le++er as +heir -firs+ hame, 
like "Shorty Se+h" or Tuhhy Fred'' or some+hih^ 
like +ha+. The idea was +ha+ your hickhame would 
Sdiy some+hihcj abou+ your ^>ersohali+y. 
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X+ was really s+ress-ful iryih^ +0 cone u^> wi+K a 
cool-Souhdih^ hickhane, ahd ny -+urh was conih^ u^> 
<^uick. X -finally se-ITled oh "Grea+ Gre^,’’ wKicK X 
khow is a liTtle lane, bu+ i+ was hard +0 +Kihk o-f a 
deceh+ hickhane +Kd+ s+ar+s wi +K +Ke leTher G." 


X ^uess +Ke kid +0 ny ri^KF George Fleer, was 
KaVih^ +Ke sane ^roblen as ne. 


GREAT 

GEORGE. 



X couldh+ use -tKe sane word as George or ^eo^le 
would +Kihk X was co^>yih^ Kin. 
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So X sa+ -there -for a while -tryihcj +o -thihk o-f 
aho+her <^ood "G" word, bu+ eVer^ohe was s+arih^ 
a+ me ahd my mihd jus+ weh+ blahk. 



E-Veryohe seemed pre+ty happy wi+h -tha+, eVeh 
•though Jolly doesh + s+art wi +h -the le+ter G." 
Ahd i+ makes you wohder about - our edoca+ioh 
sys+em, especially sihce Mrs. Libby is -the eigh+h- 
grade hohors E-hglish -teacher. 


X -thought" Jolly Greg was a TERRIBLE, 
hickhame, but" be-fore X could come up wi+h 
some+hihg be+ter, -the persoh -to my left weh+, 
ahd i+ was -too la+e. 
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So how X was s+uck wi+h a s+u^id hickhAme ■for 
+he res+ o-f +he hi<^h"L Ahd ^rotabl^ uh+il X 30 
o-f-f +o college. 


HELLO 

my name is 



Af+er +h<»+, we pL^ed a ^Ane cAlled "X Hever 
Xold Ah^ohe XhiS Before/’ where we h«d +o -hell 
everyohe a secret. Mrs. CArr SAid +he ^une would 
hel^> us "bohd wi+h ohe Aho+her, fcu+ X +hihk +he 
REAL ^ur^ose was +o le+ +he c^A^erohes khow 
who +he +rout>lemAkers were. 



I WAS THE ONE WHO 
SPRAY PAINTED A BAD 
WORD ON THE FRONT 
OF THE SCHOOL! 
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My theory was ^>roVeh ri<^K+ la+er oh wKeh Teddy 
Caldwell weh+ dowh +Ke Kali +0 +Ke ba+Kroom ahd 
a cKa^erohe -trailed Kin. 




Vie flayed a -few more icebreakers, bu+ hobody 
could cohceh+ra-l-e, because every -five secohds ohe 
o-f +Ke cell ^Kohes ih +Ke elec+rohics ba^ would 
s+ar+ buzzih^ or rih^ihg. TKeh Mr. Tahher would 
■fisK +Krou^K +Ke ba^ ahd ■fry +0 -fihd +Ke ^>Kohe 
+K«»+ was rih^ihg so Ke could sKu+ i+ o-f-f. 















E-Veh+odlly he jos+ ^dVe o^> dhd locked +he bd^ ih 
+he +edchers looh^e. 

A-f+er +he ^dmes were over, we had d -fi-f+eeh- 
miho+e res+ bredk b e-fore our hex+ dc+ivHy. A 
•few o-f os had broo^h+ shdcks, bo+ +here wds <x 
s+ric+ ho-shack policy, ahd we had +o ea+ +hem 
ohdercoVer. 

SHAKE 

SHAKE 



'The chd^erohes seemed +o khow EXACTLY who 
hdd +he shacks, dhd +hey coh-fisca+ed aboo+ °i 5 % 
o-f +hem. Hr. Earley eveh -foohd mv cherry soor 
balls, which were hiddeh ih mv pillowcase. 

Vie -fihall^ realized +hd+ d mole wds rd++ih^ os oo+. 
X+ wds Jos+ih Spi+zer, dhd he wds beih^ pdid off 
wi+h +he shacks -the ddol+s collec+ed. 
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Xhe ohly kid who s+ill had juhk -food was Je-ffrey 
Chah^, who had a ho^e ba^ o-f cheese ^o-ffs. X 
+hihk Je-ffrey khew i+ was jos-h a na++er of -time 
before he was cau^h+> so he locked hinsel-f ih +he 
toys ba+hroom ahd +ried +o ehjoy his shack. Bu+ 
+he adul+s -figured ou+ wha+ was ^oih0 oh, ahd 
Je-f-frey panicked ahd 30+ rid o-f -the evidehce. 
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Af+er our break we 30+ back ih+o +he circle, ahd 

a hew ^ame 

called Guess Vlho? Xheh she s^>li+ us u^> ih+o +eh 
+eams. X was oh 'Xz<xn\ Xhree wi+h George Fleer, 
soh Sahders, ahd a -few o+her kids. 



Mrs. Peah +old us we were ^ohha ^>lay 




X was jus+ ^lad X didh+ have +0 be oh +he sane 
+ean as Rowley, because +ha+ wouldve beeh +o+ally 
uhcom-for+able. 

Heres how +he ^ane worked*' F-ach +ean R<ad +0 
op ih+o aho+her roon ahd +ake a ^>ic+ure o-f ohe o-f 
i+s members. Bu+ +he ^>ic+ure had +0 be a close-u^>, 
like o-f ah ear or a hose or a hahd or some+hih^ 
like +ha+. Xheh each +eam would brih^ +heir 
^>ic+ure +0 +he library, ahd +he o+her +eams would 
have +0 ^uess who was ih +he ^»ic+ure. 
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Xheh Mrs. Perth sold +he wihhihc^ +ertn would 
^e+ ice crertm srthdwiches -from +he -freezer ih +he 
crt-fe+erirt. X have +o rtdni+ i i+ souhded like rt -fuh 
^rtne. wheh she hahded ou+ +he cameras,, 

■there was ^rac+icrtlly rt rio+, sihce i+ had beeh 
almost - -two hours sihce ahy o-f us had Access +o ahy 
kihd o-f -techholoc^y. 



Xheh we -fouhd out - -they were -those old-fashiohed 
ihst-aht - cameras -that - develop your ^>ic+ures ri^ht - 
rtw<*y, rthd eVeryohe was rt li++le diSrt^?^>oi h+edi 
because -those kihds doht - have <» screeh or ahy+hih^. 


I^|g 
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Our +ean weh+ dowh +o +he sciehce lab, where we 
could +ake our pho+o ih pn'Va+e. The firs+ -thihc^ 
we had +o do was -figure ou+ who was ^ohha be ih 
+he ^ic+ure. 


George Fleer said we should +ake a ^>ic+ure o-f his 
belly bu'Hoh. Bu+ everybody +houc^h+ +ha+ would 
he +oo obvious because George has a serious ou+ie, 
ahd all +he o+her ^rou^s would khow EXACTLY 
who i+ was. 



Vie +ried +akih^ ^>ic+ures o-f di-ffereh+ kids ih our 
grou^j bu+ rnos+ o-f +hem were +oo obvious. 


\Ticky Vlood wah+ed +he ^>ic+ure +o be o-f hi™, bu+ 
he’s +o+ally covered ih -freckles ahd we couldhT 
fihd a sih^le ^ar+ o-f him +h<*+ wouldhi be a dead 
giveaway. 
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Vie -took a ^ic-tore o-f Chris-to^>her Browh-fields 
back, t>u+ we cau^K+ ohe o-f +he Team Four kids 
s^ihtj oh us ahd we had "to ^>ick someohe else. 



MObJSk- 


Vie -took a buhch o-f ^ic+ores o-f * 1 ysoh Sahders, 
tu+ +he fces+ ohe was o-f his beh+ arm. 



















































You couldh + eVeh +ell wb>a+ -i^e ^ic+ore was o-f, so 
+ha+s +he ohe we weh-|- wi+K. 



VJheh all -the +eams 30+ tack +o^e+Ker ih +Ke 
library, we ^>u+ our ^ic+ure u^ oh +he wall wi+K 
everybody elses. Ahd as sooh as we saw +b»e o+b>er 
^ic+ures, we khew we were ^ohha wih. 



Sor*>e o-f +Ke ^>ic+ures were so easy +0 ideh+i-fy 
i+ was ac+uoilly kihd o-f ^a+he-Hc. 
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Xh -fac+, doh + eVeh ask me wha+ "the ^eo^le oh 
Rowleys -team were +R'hkih^. 



Vie were eac^er +o ^e+ oh wi+K +he ^uessihg ^»ar+ 
o-f +he c^arne, sihce we khew hobody would be able +o 
■figure ou+ who was ih our picture. Bu+ Hr. "Tahher 
jus+ s+ood +here lookihc^ a+ our ^ho+o^ra^h. 
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Theh Mr. X*hher said +ha+ he didh'+ a^recia+e 
Tea™ Threes "juVehile s+uh+’’ ahd +ha+ we were 
dis^uoli-fied -from +he com^e+i+ioh. 


Vie all looked a+ ohe aho+her, +ryihc^ +o -figure 
oo+ wh<*+ +he heck Mr. T*hher was +alkih0 abou+. 
Bu+ Mrs. Peah was mad, +oo. She said i+ was 
co™f>le+ely iha^rof>ria+e +o +ake a ^>ic+ore o-f 

i M »» 

soneohe s oos+enor. 


^lo ohe oh my +ean khew wha+ "^os+erior" meah+, 
fco+ luckily we were ih +he library^ so we looked 
i+ u^> ih +he dic+iohary. Ahd you'll heVer believe 
+his, bu+ i+ meahs bu++. Xh -fac+, we -fouhd ou+ 
+ha+ +here are aboa+ a mlLori OTHER words for 
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Bu+ +he -teachers were HAD. Xhey ac-hually 
-hhou^h+ we -hook a ^ic+ure of somebody s bu+-L ahd 
X ^uess if you held +he ^>ic-hure a+ a cerhaih ah^le, 
you could see how a ^ersoh could make a mis+ake 
like +h<*+. 



Mr. Xa^er said he was ^ohha call our ^areh+s 
ahd -hell +hem +o cone -hake us home, ahd he said 
+ha+ +he kid whose bu++ was ih +he ^ic+ure was 
^ohha he ih REALLY bic^ -trouble. 

X khew +ha+ if Mr. X*hher called my ^areh+s 
a+ 1L00 <*+ hi^h+> +hey were ho+ ^ohha be 
ha^y, ahd X could -hell a lo+ of +he o+her kids 
oh my -team were -hhihkih^ +he same +hih0. Xheh 
George Fleer made a ruh for i+, which kihd of pu+ 
eveyohe ih+o a ^ahic. 
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X+ was every nah for hinsel-f, ahd X ehded u^> 
hidrtvj ih +Ke nusic room wi+h 'Xysoft Sahders. Vie 
sKv+ +he li^K+S o-f-f So hobody would cone lookihc^ 
•for us -there. 
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"Tysoh was really worried +h<*+ +he +eachers were 
^ohha do a bu-H" liheu^> +o +ry ahd ma+ch +he 
^ic+ure +o +he ri^K+ kid. Bu+ X +old ^ysoh he 
didh+ have ahy+hihc^ +o worry aboui, because he 
^ulls his ^>ah+s all +he way dowh wheh he uses +he 
urihal, so eVeryohe already khows wha+ his bu-H- 
looks like. 


Me ahd "lysoh were ih +he music room -for a loh^ 
+ime^ bu+ we were -fihally cau^h+ by a couple o-f 
■teachers who used Jus+ih S^>rtz.er +o shi-ff us ou+. 



"The chrt^erohes brought - vs dowh +o -the library, 
where all -the other Xeam "Three members were 
already rouhded u^>. 
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Vlell, everyohe exce^>+ Christopher Browh-field^ 
who -for rtll X khow is s+ill hidihc^ behihd the soda 
machine oh +he secohd -floor. 


Xysoh told Mr. X<*hher +ha+ +he picture was o-f 
his am. Luckily theres a role hear ^sohs elbow 
that matched op with the ohe ih the picture, or 
X doh+ thihk Mr. X»hher would’ve believed hi™. 



After Mr. X<*hher looked at the picture ahd 
Xysohs am a -few more -tomes, he said he had made 
ah ' ihhoceht mistake ahd that airy "reasohable 
persoh’’ would have dohe -tohe same +hih^. X+ 
seemed like a pretty lame apology to me, but X 
was just ^lad he washt s+ill talkih^ about callihcj 
our pareh+s. 
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AZ+er -thai, +he ^>arty <^ames were over, ahd +he 
adul+s said i+ was +ime for os +o +urh ih for -the 
hi<^h+. X +hihk everyohe who weh+ +o +he Lock- 
Xh was ^lahhih^ oh s+ayih^ o^> all hi^h+, bu+ a+ 
+his ^oih+ X was ^lad +o 30 +o slee^> if i+ neah+ 
+he hi<^h+ ni^h+ Qo by quicker. 


X weh+ -to +he aodi+orion +o ^e+ ih+o my slee^ihg 
ba<^, which was parked ri^h+ hex+ -fr> Jehhi-fer 
Hoosenah, who is actually ho+ +ha+ bad-lookih<^. 
Bo+ -the ^rowh-o^s said +he c^irls heeded +o +ake 
+heir s+u-fT ahd move dowh +he hall +0 +he library 
media room ahd +he boys had +0 s+ay ih -the 
aodi+orion. 



X was ho^>ih^ X could ^e+ some res+, bu+ a lo+ 
of +he ^uys s+ar+ed horsih^ arouhd, ahd r+ was 
impossible +0 sleep. 
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A+ ohe ^>oih+ George Fleer s+ar+ed chasih^ ^>eo^>le 
arouhd wi+h his ou+ie , which was ^>re+-y -t’erri-f^ih^. 



See, -this is -the kihd o-f -thih^ X cah + s+ahd abou+ 
boys ry acje. Vlheh i+ cones dowh +o i+, -they re 
jus+ a buhch o-f wild ahimals. 


Vlheh George s+ar+ed chasih^ ^>eo^le arouhd, X 
excused rysel-f +o 30 -to +he ba+hroom so X could 
brush ry +ee+h. Xhe bathroom is ih +he back o-f 
+he audi+oriun-t, ahd +he li^h+s were o-f-f, so i+ was 
really dark back +here. 
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X heard this weird hoise, ahd X 30+ a li'H'le 
■freaked ou+ -for a secohd, because our school has a 
problem wi+h rodeh+s. Bui i+ +urhed ou^ +0 jus+ be 
Fre^le^ ^layih^ by himsel-f ih -the ball pi+. 



A^ouhd nidhi^h+ Mr. Palmero, +he school ^uidahce 
couhselor, -told eVeryohe +0 cje+ ih+o +heir slee^ihcj 
ba^s ahd se-H-le dowh. Xheh he said +here was ho 
+alkih^ -for +he res+ o-f +he hi<^h+ ahd he didhi 
wah+ -to hear a ^ee^> ou+ o-f ahyohe. 


'E-Very ohce ih a while, somebody would cu+ ■♦'he 
cheese, ahd +ha+ made Mr. Palmero really mad 
because he couldh + -figure ou+ who was doihg i+. 
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A-f+er wha+ ha^ehed earlier wi+K +he ^ic+ures, 
X +hihk +he ^rowh-u^s were jus+ really sehsi+ive 
at>ou+ ahy+hih^ havih^ +o do wi+h tcrHs. 



Mr. Palnero said +ha+ i-f aryohe heeded +o "'^ass 
^as," +he^ had +o op behihd +he cur+aih oh +he 
s+a^e io do i+. 


So +heh a lo+ o-f -the to^s s+ar+ed +akihg +urhs 
+ellih^ Mr. Palmero •they' heeded +o 30 behihd +he 
cur+aih, ahd -theh -theyd nake +he mos-t obhoxious 
hoises you cah ima^ihe. 
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Xha+ weh+ oh -for a while, Ahd i+ kihd o-f reAched 

i+s ^>eA 

music room Ahd brou^hi bAck a +u{>a. 




X doh-+ khow i-f i+ was a coihcidehce or ho+, 
bu+ ri^h+ Abou+ +Ka+ +ime +he h«A+ weh+ o-f-f ih 
+he Audi+orium. 
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Xh -fac+, X +hiihk someohe +orhed -fKe air 
cohdi+ioher oh. All X khow is +ha+ eVeryohe 
s+ayed ih ihieir slee^ih^ ba^s after th>a+. 



After a whole Hr. Palmero -fell asleep , bo+ all the 
boys were still awake. Some 
was like prisoh, ahd people were ialkih^ aboot 
bus+ih^ oo+ of +hiere ahd yih^ home. 

Xhe problem was +ha+ all the exi+s were padlocked. 
X ^oess we shooldve khowh wha+ we were ^e+tih^ 

/ 
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called +his +hihg a "Lock-Xh." 


ih+o which +he 






















































Alber+ Sahdy said hed seeh a r>oVie where some 
opy bus+ed ou+ o-f ^risoh wi+h a s^ooh, ahd a lo+ 
o-f people 30+ ^>re-Hy exci+ed abou+ +ha+ idea. 



B0+ i+ +orhs ou+ ■+ha-|‘ was jos+ a buhch o-f 
Hollywood balohey, because we 30+ some s^oohs 
■from +Ke ki+cheh ahd we couldhd- eveh make a 
DENT ih +he liholeum -floor. 
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A+ abou+ 1*30 ih +Ke morhih^, someohe ho+iced 
■flashihc^ I13K+S comih<^ -from ou+side, So we all weh+ 
+0 -the tack o-f +he audrl'oriun +0 see wha+ was 


3 oih 3 


oh. 


There was a oyy -from +he +ow +ruck cor^ary, 
ahd he was walkih^ aroohd Hr. Palneros car, 
which was parked ih a hahdica^ed s^o+. 


Vie +ried +0 ^e-l - +he +owihg <^uy s a+teh+ioh so he 
could break us ou+ o-f +he school. 












































Bu+ +Ke ^uy hever Kedrd us, dhd Ke +owed Hr. 
Pdlmerc/s c<»r. X +Kou^K+ dkou+ wdkih<^ Hr. 
Pdlnero u^> +o +ell Kin, bu+ X -figured we sKould 
jus+ le+ Kin ^e+ Kis res+. 


By +Kis -fine i+ wds so cold ih +Ke dudi+oriun +Kd+ 
us toys ^>dcked ourselves +o^e-|-Ker like sdrdihes +o 
preserve body Ked+. 



bdbly hice d 

librdry nedid roon, dhd X wds seriously -tKihkihg 
dtou+ ^oih^ Kdck +Kcre dhd joihihcj +Ke ^irls. 
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F>u+ X -figured Xd ge+ caughi ahd Xd jus-l" te 
tack where X s+ar+ed. 



X +hihk X ^rotatly -fell asleep arouhd 2 * 30 . Xheh 
a+ 3-00 -there was a ^ouhdihg oh +he tack door 
+ha+ woke everybody u^>. Mr. Palmero uhlocked -the 
door, ahd -there was a tuhch o-f ahgry ^>areh+s 
s+ahdihg ou-tside. 
















































A^aren-tly, -they’d been -trying -to call -their 
kids +o nake sore everything was OK, bo+ -the 
kids wereh+ answering, becaose Hr. Tanner -took 
every>nes cell phones. So -then -the ^aren+s called 
one ano+her and everyone go-t all in a ^anic. 


T> make a long s+ory short, -the ^aren+s who 
cane -to -the school -took -their kids hone wi+h 
-then. And +ha-t le-ft -the only -two kids who didn’-t 
have -their own cell phones' ne and Rowley. So 
-tha+ was ^re-t+y awkward. 



Sone+hing -tells ne -this whole Lock-Xn idea was 
jos+ a schene se+ o^> by -the ^aren+s and "teachers 
-to -torn os kids o-f-f -to toy-girl parties. And rf 
-tha-ts -troe, -then mission accon^lished. 
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Mohddy 

X s^eh+ weekehd +ryih^ +o recover -from +Ke 
Lock-Xh, sihce X 30-+ zero slee^> oh Friday hi^K+. 
Bo+ X +Hihk +Ke whole ex^eriehce was jus+ +00 
much -for my bod^S because -this morhihg wheh X 

woke u^>, X was sick. 
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X adroit X*Ve -faked beih^ sick before +o ^e-f ou+ 
o-f ^oih<^ +o school, bu-t usually l^on calls ry blufT. 



WELL, I GUESS WE'LL 
WAVE TO GO TO TWE 
DOCTOR AND GET 
BLOOD WORK DONE. 


r 


i ^ j 


^ 1 / 
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"today Mom +ook ny "tenpera+ure,, ahd X 
cjuess it" nus+’ve beeh pre-Hy hi^h; because she said 
X heeded "to s+ay ih bed. 

She said she had "to spehd "the day a+ +he library 
+o s+udy -for her -fihal "test" +ohi^h+ ahd she wouldh + 
be able +o s+ay hone -to "take care o-f ne. Vslell y +ha+ 
kihd o-f s+uhk, because -the ohly <jood +hih^ abou+ 
beih^ sick is havih^ soneohe -fuss over you. 



Mon said Xsabella was workihg -today ahd +ha+ i-f 
-there was ah ener^ehcy, X could 30 +0 her. But- 
a-f+er Mon le-f+, X locked ny bedroon door because 
X was a-fraid Xsabella ni^h+ "try +0 cone ih+o ny 
roon +0 -hake her hap. 
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X nus+Ve dozed o-f-f arouhd hooh, ahd w Keh X 
woke u^>, -there was a lo+ o-f conno+ioh dowhs+airs. 
XheTV was +urhed u^> really loud, ahd X could 
hear wh<»+ souhded like a buhch o-f woneh +alkih<^. 

X looked ou+ +he wihdow, ahd "there were a +oh o-f 
cars ih -the driveway ahd oh -the street-. 



X didh-t khow wha+ was c^oih<^ oh, so X just- 
s+ayed ih ny room. About- a hal-f hour lat"er, Mon 
gulled u^> ih her car ahd weh+ ihside -the house. 
Xi've nihu+es after -that-, all -these woneh s+reaned 
out- -the door, ihcludihg Xsabella. 

Mon walked u^>s+airs -to ny roon, ahd she was 
really s+eaned. 
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She said she decided Ao cone hone early -fron\ -the 
library Ao -fake care o-f ne, ahd wheh she did, she 
walked ih oh a soa^> 

+he naids -from +he heic^hborhood. 


o^era viewih^ ^ar+y wi+h all 



^Tohi^h+ Mon had aho+her house nee+ih^ ahd 
said +ha+ Isabellas services would ho loh^er be 
required' ahd +h<»+ we were all ^oih^ Ao have +o 
^>i+ch ih arouhd +he house. X was h<*f>f>y Ao hear 
+ha+, because how X cah s+op checkih^ ny bed -for 
^•ah-ty hose socks. 
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Tuesday 

Ylheh I 30+ +0 school "today, Rowley was wai+ih^ 
by my locker, ahd he had a hu^e smile oh his -face. 
T>eh T ho+iced he had a bicj ^>im^le ri<^h"t ih +he 
middle o-f his -forehead. 



Mos+ ^eo^>le would have s+ayed home -from school 
i-f -they had a zi+ like +ha+, bu+ here's wha+ 
Rowley said— 

MY MOM SAYS 
I'M BECOMING 

A MAN? 

m 
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VJell, really irked me -for some reasoh. B>u+ 

wash-t -the ehd o-f i+. 

La+er oh ih +Ke day X saw Cowley Kah^ih^ ou+ 
hear +Ke older kids* lockers. So X ^uess Ke +Rhks 
jus+ because he 30+ a ^>im^le, hes ^ar+ o-f +heir 
club how or some+hihg. 

'SUP 

FELLAS? 



X +hihk i+s really ^a+he+ic +ha+ Rowleys +ryih^ 
+o impress ^>eo^>le wi+h his s+u^>id z.i+. 

Ahd believe me, Xm ho+jealous or ahy+Kih^. 

Bu+ +his iS (X kid who s+ill sleeps wi+h a ^>ile o-f 
s+u-fTed ahimals every hi^h'L so i+ doesh+ make 
ahy sehse +ha+ he would ^e+ his /irs+ ^>im^>le 
before X 30+ MINE. 
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I Will say +he whole episode has 30+ me +hihkihg. 
Xve beeh wai+ihc^ +o hi+ ny ^row+K s^>ur+ or a+ 
leas+ s+ar+ ^rowihcj sone -facial hair; t>u+ +hih^s 
have beeh kihd of slow c^oih^. 


Ahd how -+ha+ Rowleys cjo+ a ^im X n kihd o-f 
anxious +o ^e+ +R'h^s noVihc^ aloh<^. 


VJheh X 30+ hone -from school -today, X checked 
nysel-f ih H-Re nirror +o see i-f ahy+hih^ seened 
diXfereh+. Bu+ eVery+hihg looked exactly -the sane 
as i+ always does. 



So after dihher X asked Hon ahd Pad wheh X 
could expect - -thih^s +o s+ar+ ha^ehihc^. 


172 




















Bu+ +bey +old me wbeh -they were my <x<yt, 

+hey were WAY bebihd +Keir classma+es wbeh i+ 
came +o -this sor-L o-f +hih^. 


/WHY, I WAS a\ 
VERY LATE 
BLOOMER? J 


REALLY? SO 
WAS i! 



HA HA HA HA HA?) 
1 - 



Xheh Pad -told me ho+ +o expec+ +o ^e+ a lo+ o-f 
■facial Kair eveh wbeh Xm ah adul+, because Kes 
a ^rowh mah ahd he ohly heeds +o shave ohce or 
■twice a week. 

VJell, +Ka+ was Some REALLY bad hews. Xh "this 
couh+r^ -theyVe always sayih^ you cah ^row u^> ahd 
be ahy+hih^ you waht - , bu+ how X realize +K«*+s 
ho+ true. 
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X cah hdme d+ ledsi half d dozeh jots X cdh 
heVer have if X cah’+ ^row a beard or d mus+ache 
or d+ leas+ some deceh+ s+ubble. 





MAGICIAN PIRATE LUMBERJACK 



ARTIST 



COP 



CRIMINAL 


Vledhesday 

Xodd^ wds day -two of Rowley’s ^im^>le, ahd he wds 
wdlkih^ drouhd wi+h his hair ^ar+ed like d cor+dih 
so eVer^ohe could ^e+ ah eyeful of his z.i+. 









































X couldh + really -take aho+Ker day o-f +Kis, ahd 
X decided +o do some-t-Kihcj ai>ou+ i+. So X wro+e a 
ho+e ahd Kahded i+ +o Kim ih +Ke Kailway. 


cOjZOTL °RjQU}^Q^i 

Tl&StxIhj, JlllkaA J^QUJX OyUt. 
x^uornjicL, 


Ahd X'm Ka^y io say my ho+e did +Ke -trick. 


© 




© 


s 

1 • \ 



qTan\ 


© 





Bu+ ri^Kt - te-fore luhcKtime some+Kih^ H’o+ally crazy 
Ka^ehed. Our class was Keadih^ to +Ke ca-fe+eria, 
ahd wKeh we walked tKrou^K +Ke Kailway wKere 
+Ke older kids Kave tKeir lockers, Jordah Jury was 
stahdihcj +Kere wi+K a -few o-f Kis -friehds. 
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Jordah s+o^ed us ahd said— 



HEY, DUDES, 
YOU'RE INVITED 
TO NY PARTY! 



X couldh'l' believe i+. Like X said be-fore, Jordah 


Jur^s ^ar+ies are LEGENDARY. 



































abou+ Jordan Jurys 
is +ha-|- +here are GIRLS -tRere, which meahs his 
par+ies are +o+ally di-ffereh-t - -from +he kihd X 
usually <^e+ ihVi+ed +o. 





Bu+ -the tes+ +hiV»3 


~The poih+ is, +his is a REAL party were -falkih^ 
abou+, ahd ho+ like -the Lock-Xh, where +here 
were a millioh chaperohes ruhhih^ -+he show. 

X have ho idea why Jordah Jury ihVi+ed me ahd 
Rowley +o his party. X+ couldVe beeh my ma+h 
took or Rowleys zi+ or to+h. 

Bu+ i+ was pre-Hy clear +ha*t‘ he ^houyrt- me ahd 
Rowley were -friehds ahd +ha+ -the ihVi+a+ioh was a 
package deal. 
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A^d X didri + wah+ +o do alry+hih^ -+ha+ mi 3U 
charge his mi hd. 



X cah de-fihi+ely ^re+ehd Xm friehds wi+h Rowley 
■for ohe hi^h+ rf i+ meahs X cje+ +0 ^>lay S^ih 
+he Bo-tTle’ wi+h a buhch o-f ^irls who are a whole 
^rade ahead o-f me. 

IT landed\ /then I guess\ 

RIGHT 1 f YOU'LL WAVE \ 
BETWEEN J l TO KISS j 

you two?/ VBOTNOFUsy 



173 




































Th urs day 

Yoi/ll hever believe bu+ Hons ho+ le-Hih^ ne 
op +o Jordah Jurys par-ty. 


Ahd iVs ho+ because i+s a boy-^irl ^arly or because 
a buhch o-f older kids are ^ohha be -iXere. X+s 
because Uhcle Gar^s WEDDING is -this weekehd. 



XKis has ^o+ +o be sone kihd o-f world record -for 
bad +imV\0. X be^ed Hon +o le+ ne S+ay hone 
ahd +o ihe ^>ar-ly, bu+ she wouldh+ bud^e, 
eveh a-f+er X f>ronised Xd 30 -ho Uhcle Garys 
NEXT weddih^. 


Hon said X cah + skif> i+, because Xn ih +he 
weddih^ ^>aHy ahd X cah + le+ Uhcle Gary dowh. 
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Xhe +hihg is > Xve beeh ih Uncle Garys weddih^ 
^>ar-ty every single -fine, and X II +ell you exactly 
how THAT'S c^ohha <jo. 


Uhcle Garys ^ohha disk me +o be a "reader." Adol+s 
always ^ick a kid +o read sone+hi^ -from +he Old 
Tes+aneh+ a+ weddiv^s because everyone -thinks i+s 
cu+e when -the kid can + pronounce -the nanes. 


AND TWEnT^ 
/ EZEKIEL SAID TO 



X knew Mon wasn + c^onna change her ni hd, so X 
didn't spend a lo+ o-f -tine -trying -to -fi^h"t rt. X 
jus+ wen+ up +o ny roon and called Rowley. 
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X "fold Rowley X cooldh + op -to +he ^ar+y so 
he couldhY really 30, ei+her. X ex^laihed +ha+ i+ 
wouldh + be -fair -for Rim +o 30 while X was s+uck 
a+ my uhcles weddihc^. 

Bu+ Rowley said hes practically a <^rowh-u^> how 
ahd he cah make his OWN decisiohs, so hes ^oih^ 
+0 +he ^arty ho ma++er wha+. 




X 30+ so mad ■fha+ X hoh^ u^> +he ^hohe. l4ow 
do you see wha+ X meah abou+ Rowley? Xha+s 
JuS+ +he kihd of selfish move +ha+ makes me ^lad 
we areh+ friehds ahymore. 

Saiurday 

Yes+erday my family ^iled ih+o +he car ahd drove 
dowh +0 Gammies for Uhcle Garys weddihc^. X was 
ih a really bad mood because of +he whole ^>arty 
+hih0, ahd because of some+hih^ else, +00. 
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X remembered +U+ I m su^osed +o ^e+ "ihe 
Talk" fr om Gammie +his weekehd, ahd X am 
seriously ho+ ih -the mood for a lecture ric^h+ how. 

"The las+ lec+ure X 30+ was -from Pads bro+her 
Uhcle Joe, who +old me +ha+ sihce Xf^ ih middle 
school X heed +o s+ar+ +hihkih<^ aboui my ' fo-tore. 



Uhcle Joe drew a chart -tha+ showed me 
eVery+hih^ X heed +o do be+weeh how ahd +he ehd 
of hi^h school +o ihcrease my chahces of ^e+^ih^ 
ih+o a jood college ahd lahdihc^ a job after -tha"t. 
So basically Pad ahd Uhcle Joe have -the hex+ +eh 
years of my life ^lahhed ou+ for me. 

Ahyway, X was -thihkihcj aboirt all -this, bcrt -theh 
Some+hih^ ha^ehed +h<*+ Shaded me oirt of my 
bad mood. 
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Mon called Gammie -fr> +ell her we were ruhhih^ 
a li++le la+e because we had +0 s+o^> +0 ^ick u^> 
my +uxedo. 



THAT 30+ ny a++eh+ioh. Xve hever had +0 wear 
a +uxedo -for ary o-f Uhcle Gays o+her weddih^s, 
ahd ■+ha+ could ohl^ meah ohe +hih<^‘ Xm ohe o-f 

+he GROOMSMEN. 


Xhe hi<^h+ be-fore +he weddih^, +he ^roomsmeh 
•throw -the cjuy whos <^e-t-tih<^ married a really wild 
^arty. Xve seeh ehou^h cable TV +0 khow -that's 
some+hih^ X de-fihi+ely wah+ +0 be a ^>ar+ o-f. 
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X dc+udlly fel+ <x li-H-le bad -for Rodrick, becduse 
+hd+ nedhi he 30+ ^>dssed over. Bui X -figure X 
could +dke some ^>ic+ores o-f +he ^>dr-ty so he could 
see every+hih^ he nissed. 

Mos+ly, -though, X fel+ hd^y, becduse while 
Rowleys d+ sone Idne niddle school ^>dr+y, Xm 
cjohhd be ridiV\3 ih d lino dhd hdVihc^ +he +ine o-f ny 
li-fe. So well see whos d ' ndh d-f+er -hRi's weeke hd. 

Ahd ds d bohus, d+ -the weddih^ X ll be ^>dired u^> 
wi+h ohe o-f -the bridesndids. X^ Jus+ crossihc^ ny 
fibbers +hd+ Sohjd hds sone cu+e -friehds. 



Oh +he wdy +o Gdnnies house, Mon ndde ne 
^>ronise +hd+ X wouldh+ wi^e dWdy ny reld+ives* 
kisses, becduse she sdys i+s "rude.” 






























X cah+ redlly help H\ Vlheh sone duh+ or 
cousih ^ives ne t* we+ kiss oh n^ cheek, X s+ar+ 
+hihkih^ dbou+ -the bdc+erid nul+iplyih^ oh r\y -fix ce, 
dhd X ^e+ all -twi+cly. The Us+ +ine we weh+ +o 
Gdnnies, X brooch + some o-f -those dh+ibdc+eridl 
wipes wi+h ne +o -take care o-f -the problen. 



Bo+ X promised I'Aon X wouldht- wipe d^y kisses 
+his -fine droohd. Ahd X shooldh+ hdVe eveh 
dohe +ha"l‘, becduse -the -firs+ persoh +o ^ree+ os 
wds A^'h'i' Poro+hv, who dlwd^s kisses ne -full oh 
+he lips. 
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As sooh as X was ou+ o-f Hons Si^K+, +hou<^bi, X 
weh+ s+rai<jK+ -for +he -firs+ +Kih^ X could -fihd +o 



H0S+ o-f +Ke fanily was already a+ Gannies house 
by +he +ine we 30+ +here. X+ would +ake ne 
■forever +0 describe every sih^le ^ersoh who was 
■there; so X II just - s+ick wi+h +he hi^hli^h+s. 


Hy cousih behjy was -there wi+h K<s ^>areh+s, Ach+ 
Patricia ahd Uhcle To^y. "The las+ -tine X saw 
Behjy, he could ohly say -two -thift^s— 



























Behj^ CAh s^e<»k ih -foil seh+ehces how, Ahd his 
^rtreh+s say he’s reoiclih^ cha^+er books. Bu+ X 
wouldh + be brA^ih^ i-f my soh could read Ahd s+ill 
wASh + f>o-Hy -Irrtihed. 

m 



gE 

m 


GreA+ Uhcle Ar+hur was ih +he deh, si-H’ihcj ih 
+he recliher ih -frohi o-f -the TV. X doh+ +hihk 
XVe ever h*d Ah ac+uaI cohVersA+ioh wi+h GreA+ 
Uhcle Ar+hur, becAuse aII he does is ^ruh+ Ahd 
mAke +hese rAhdom souhds. V|e s+A^ed wi+h us ohe 
XhAhks^ivih^ weekehd, Ahd i+ was like +h«+ -the 
whole +ine. 



































X cah+ +ell i-f hes -trying -to commuhica+e or wha+, 
to+ every ohce ih a while X respond, jus+ ih case. 



A few years a<^o G ammie ihVi+ed everyohe -ho her 
house oh Chris+mas, t>u+ she accideh+ally for^o+ 
+o sehd ah ihVi+a+ioh +o Grea+ Aoh+ Rei>a. She 
showed u^> ahyway, bu+ she re-fused +0 -fake o-f-f 
her coa+, ahd she jus+ sa+ -there ih +he livihcj 
room , makih^ us all -feel guilty. 






























PacTs secohd cousih Terrehce wds +Kere, dhd -the 
ohly redsoh X meh+ioh Kin is kecduse eVeryohe 
dlwdys Sd^s X look EXACTLY like Ke did wKeh 
Ke wds ry <x^t, wKicK is redlly de^ressih^. 

WHAT'S 
NEW, GREG?) 



Xh -fdc+, wKeh X -firs+ Kedrd +Kd+, X looked 

+Kfou^K Cdnnies ^Ko+o dlkum +o see i-f i+ wdS 
-true. Ahd oh-for+ohd+ely, i+ wds. 
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So X ^uess Xd be-tter s+ar+ savihg o^> r\y 
■for ^las+ic surgery. 


none 


7 


Pad's cousih Byroh was +Kere, ahd X wash+ +oo 
exci-l-ed +o see Kin, ei+Ker. A+ +Ke las+ fanily 
reuhioh, (Fannie seh+ Byroh oo+ +o <^e+ nilk ahd 
X rode wi+K Kin. Bo+ Ke Ki+ a ^>o+Kole ahd 30+ a 
■flai +ire abou+ Kal-f a nile fron -+Ke Kouse. 



Byroh -1-old ne +o op +o +Ke Koose ahd ^e+ Kel^>, 
ahd oh ny way tack i+ s-t-ar+ed raihih^. VsIKeh X 
walked +Krou<jK +Ke -froh+ door, all +Ke ladies ih 
+Ke ki+cKeh s+ar+ed ^ellih^ a+ ne {or -frackih^ 
nod oh +Ke -floor. 
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Xhe^ +old r\t +o +ake ry shoes o-f-f ahd ^>u+ +hem 
ih +he mudroom, which X did. Bu+ oil +ha-|- yellih^ 
muS+Ve ra++led me, because X -for^o+ all <*too+ 
Byrohs -fla+ -fire. A^d wheh he cone back +o +he 
house a hal-f hour la+er, he wash’+ +oo haf>fy. 



Uhcle Charlie was +here, ahd X was really ^lad +o 
see hin because hes always 30+ his ^ocke+s s+u#ed 
wi+h cahdy -for us kids. 















































































Bu+ X didh + always like Uhcle Charlie, because he 
used +o +ease ne wheh X was IrlTle. X used +o have 
■this ^>air o-f red -foo+ie pajamas, ahd every +ine 
Uhcle Charlie saw me, hed sa^ ihe sane ihih^— 


HEY there; 
RED! 



For sone rt(\soY\ iT reall 
■fold Hon how X -fel+j ahd she +ook ne +o +he 
s+ore +o ^e+ sone hew ^ajanas, which were blue. 
So +he hex+ +ine X saw Uhcle Charlie, X khew X 
had him bea-h ? 




























i+ ohly +ook Kin at>ou+ +Kree secohds +o ^ive 
me d NEW hickhdme. 



'TKe ohl^ ^ersoh wKo DIDN’T sKow u^> +o Gdmmies 
wds Uhcle Ldwrehce, birl - +K<*+ wdSh + redlly d bi^ 
surprise. Uhcle Ldwrehce is dlwd^s +rdVelih<^ dhd 
Ke dlmos+ heVer comes -to -fdmil^ ^d+Kerih^s. 
some+imes Ke mdkes dh d^edfdhce ly wetcdm, like 
Ke did d+ Gred+ Grdhd^d CKes+ers -fuherdl. 
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Xhe Iasi ^>eo^»le +o arrive were Uhcle Gary ahd Ki's 
•fiahcee, Sohja. She seemed hice ehou^h, ahd X 
^uess +heyre ^>re-Hy crazy abocrl - each o+her -from 
+he way -they were ac+ih^. 


Uh-for+uha-l-ely, X had +o si+ ri^h+ hex+ +o -iXem 
d+ -the dither -fable ahd -fihd ou+ -firs-thahd. 


-: KISS; 

smooch;: 



Pad -told us oh -the way dowh +ha+ Sohja was kihd 
o-f sehsi+iVe abou+ -the -fac-t -tha+ Uhcle Gary was 
married be-fore, so we shouldhd- brih^ i+ u^>. 


Affareh+ly, Sohja -fold Uhcle Gary +ha-t he was 
^ohha have +o ^e+ -the +d-H-oo oh his le-f-t urn 
removed because i+ had his las-f wi-fe's hame oh i+. 
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A+ leasi Sohja didhi make Uhcle Gar^ cLahcje +Le 
+a-Hoo oh I m's OTHER arm. XLa+s +Le ohe Le 30+ 
after Le a+e tLe +Lree-pouhd Mohs+rilla Burner 
a+ Pahs Piher ih ohe si+tih^. Ahd you have +o 
admit, +KaVs pretty impressive. 


I ATE 

THE 


QX^IRlO 



8urq£^ 


Like X said, Just about eVeryohe ih tLe family 
showed op, ahd eVeh tLouc^L Gammie Las a bi^ 
Louse, some people Lad +0 sLare a room. 

VJLeheVer we stay at Gammies, X always ^et 
grouped witL tLe people Gammie calls ' tLe 
BacLelors," wLicL meahs every male wLos hot 
married yet. 

1 % 










~TPis is ho+ a ^rou^? X'm real ea^er -to share a 
room Wi+K, ESPECIALLY sihce +here are ohly 
+wo teds ih Gammies c^ues+ room. rneahs some 

o-f os have +o double u^> ahd +he res+ have +o slee^> 
oh +he -floor. 













































Uhcle Johft oseci -to be ohe o-f +he Bachel ors,_ 
bu+ he 30+ named las+ sprih^. Xh-t s+ar-Wh^ +0 
woh<ier i-f naybe he 30+ named jos+ so he wouldn't 
have +0 slee^> ih -there wi+h -the rest - o-f os. 


(aHHH... 



1+ was h«W -fallihc^ asleep wi+h all +hose ^eo^le 
Shorih^ away ih +he sane roon wi+h ne, so 
eVeh+oally X picked o^> ny s+u-fT ahd looked -for 
sonewhere else +0 s^ehd +he hic^h+. 
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Xhe ohly ^>lace X could fhd was +he ba+hroom 
hex+ +o Gammie’s foon, so X f>u+ my blahke+ ahd 
pillow ih -the +ub ahd made mysel-f a ted. X+ washf 
comfor+able, tu+ a-t- leas+ X had some privacy. 


Luckily wheh Ganme cane ih +his morhihg -for her 
ba+h, X woke uy ih -hKe hick o-f -time. 



After -tha+ hear disaster, X was up -for -the da 
Ahd ;+ was a really loh^ day, +oo, because +he 
rehearsal dihher washf uh+il 7*00 a-|- hi<jh+. 


Bu+ a-i- leasi X khew X had +he party wi+h "the 
^roomsmeh -to look -forward "to after -tha+. 


IT* 


























Xhe problem wi+h ■these -family ^a+herih^s is -that - 
■theyVe ho+ really geared ioward kids. So i-f you 
doht - like +o drihk -tea ahd ^ossi^ wi+h "the ladies, 
yourt sor+ o-f ou+ o-f lock. 



Ahd eVery+hih^ ih Gammies house is old-^ersoh 
s+u-f-f, so -theres hot-hih^ -for a kid +o eh+er+aih 
himsel-f Wi +h. X cornel aihed +o l^om a -few years 
a qo, ahd she bought - some Le^os -to kee^> a+ 
Gammies house. Bu+ Gammie cjlued "them -fo^e+her 
ih ohe bicj block because she did»vt like +he li+tle 
pieces all over -the ^>lace. 
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Besides -tha-L +heres ho+ a whole lo+ for a kid 
+o ehjoy a+ Gammies. She DOES have sone hard 
cahdy ih a jar oh her mah+el, ahd las-i - year X 
had a -few pieces. Bu+ -the cahdy +as+ed AWFUL. 
X+ was really chewy, like bubble ^un. 



X ehded u^> ^e-Hih^ really sick ahd had +o lie 
dowh oh -the couch •for a -few hours. 



















































































Xh -fac+, Pad said same cahdy was +here 
wheh ME was a li++le kid. A^d he eveh -foohd a 
^ic+ure ih Gammies f>ho+o album +o ^>roVe i+. 



S^eakih^ o-f ^ic+ures, Gammie really heeds +o upda+e 
+he ohes she's 30+ oh her mah+el. She has a ^ho+o 
o-f every sihc^le ^>ersoh ih +he -family, ahd +he ohe 
o-f me ahd Rodrick is -from wheh we weh+ +o Sah+a's 
Village abou+ ei^h+ years a^o. 


X kee^> meahihg +o -throw +ha+ ^>ic+ure away wheh 
ho ohes lookih^, because +ha+s jos+ +he kihd o-f 
■thihg -tha+’ll cro^> u^> wheh -they do my celebrity 
bio^ra^hy la+er oh. 
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i*3&id<ynj 


AH +Ke -forhi+ore ih Gdmmes Kouse is old; +oo> 
dhd d^dreh+ly iVs redlly Vdludtle. XA sure +heres 
<y>hhd be d bi^ -fi^h-l- over wbto ^e+s wbtd+ ohce 

Gdmmie ^dsses dwd j. Xh -fdc+, people KdVe dlreddy 
s+dr+ed ^u-Hih^ s+icky ho+es oh +Ke -furhi+ure +o 
^e+ d Kedd s+dr+. 














































































X "fhihk +h*Vs ^>re-Hy disres^ec-fful +o Gammie. 
Bu+ X admi+ -fhere are ohe or +wo i+ems Xr*> 

my 






Suhday 

Porih^ +he weddihg rehearsal las-h hi<^h+, X ke^+ 
■fhihkih^ Uhcle Gary was c^ohha -fake me aside ahd 
■fell me where +he bachelor ^>ar-ty was ^ohha be, 
bu+ i+ d»dh + ha^eh. 


Xheh X looked a+ +he weddihg ^ro^ram ahd saw 
my hame a+ +he bo++om. 


Ring Bearer/Flower Boy.Manny Heffley 

Assistant Flower Boy.Greg Heffley 


Please , no flash photography in the church. 
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X "fried "fo <^e+ ou+ o-f i+ ahd +orh ny assis+ah-f 
■flower toy do+ies over +o ^ehjy, bu+ Hon said 
he was a reader -fhis year, ahd besides, ne ahd 
Hahhy had na+chih^ whi+e -tuxedos. 


So while Rowley was havih^ a blast - a+ Jordah 
Jurys ^>arty, X was holdih^ a tasked -filled 
wi+h rose ^e+als -for Hahhy. A^d X ho+iced 
Rod rick was iakihg a buhch o-f pictures, so Xd 
be surprised i-f he hash-f already unloaded -then 
by how. 



A/"fer +he weddihcj cerenohy, we weh+ ih+o +he 
hall where -the -food was beih^ served. 
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Bu+ be-fore we s+ar+ed ea+ih^, Uhcle Gory’s bes+ 
mah, Leohard, s+ood u^> ahd ^aVe a +oas+. 



Leohard said he had 0 really -Tubby s+ory abou+ 
Uhcle Gary ahd Sohja -from wheh +hey were da+ihg 
ahd he wah+ed +0 share i+ wi+h t^tryoY\t. He said 
+ha+ a couple o-f moh+hs a^o, Uhcle Gary +ook 
Sohja +0 a baseball ^ane i ahd he was ^lahhih^ oh 
breakihcj u^> wi+h her because he wah+ed +0 s+ar+ 
da+ih^ her sis+er ihs+ead. 


Bu+ \>t-fort Uhcle Gary could have +he breakup 
+alk wi+h Sohja^ a ^>lahe -flew across +he sky wi+h 
a bahher behihd i+. 















Leohard said +Kere mus+Ve beeh some OTHER 3 w 
ih -+Ke S+adiom wi+K a jirlfriehd hamed Sohja. B>u+ 
Uhcle Gar^s Sohja reached before Ke K<»d a cKahce 
+o say ahy+Kih^. 

^ .-A 



Leohard said Uhcle Gary wah+ed +o ex^laih +K<»+ 
i+ was all jos+ a misuhders+ahdihc^, bo+ Ke was +oo 
afraid +Ka+ +Ke ^uys ih -fKe sea+s aroohd +Kem 
r*wgK+ bea+ Kim if Ke le+ Sohja dowh. So Uhcle 
Gary decided +o 30 aloh^ wi+K i+. A+ firs+ X 
+K003K+ Leohard s s+ory was jus+ a joke, bu+ Uhcle 
Gary wash + exac+ly jum^ih^ 00+ of Kis cK<*ir +0 say 
i+ washi +rue. 
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Anyway, X Kave a Feelih^ we ll be back hex-1- year 
For Uhcle Garys FIFTW weddih^. 

AF+er -+Ke rece^>-hoh, our Family weh+ back +o 
Gammies Kouse +o ^e+ cKah^ed. X was ^a+herihg 
u^> my s+uFF wKeh Pad walked ih+0 +Ke room ahd 
said Gammie wah+ed +o +alk +o me. A+ Firs -[ X 
couldh + Figure ou+ why Gammie wah+ed +o Speak +o 
me ih priVa+e, bu+ -tKeh X realized X was abou+ +o 
cje+ "+Ke Talk." 


VJKeh X walked dowh +b»e Kaliway +o Gammies 
si+iin^ room, X was a li-Hle hervoos^ bu+ X was 
also kihd oF exerted. Gammies beeh arouhd tKe 
block about - a millioh -times, ahd X Figured sKes 30+ 
a lot - oF wisdom s+ored up. Ahd +0 be Kohest - witX 
ou, -these days X could really use some. 


r 
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X walked ih ahd shtH - +he door tehihd ne. Gannie 
was si-ttih^ ih a /ah cy chair, so X sa+ across -from 
her. Ohce X 30+ se-bHed, Gannie s+ar+ed +alkih^. 

Gammie +old ne +ha+ moS+ kids ry a^e are ih a 
ticj rush +0 <^row tu+ +ha+ i/ X was snar+, 

X d ehjo^ +he ride while i+ las+s. 


QH 



itn 



How, X ve heard +his sane speech /ron Hon 
ahd Pad atou+ a tillioh -fines, So X was kihd 0/ 
disa^oih+ed ty where -this was all headih^. 

Bo+ Gannie wash + /ihished. She said X was 
^e++ihg read^ +0 eh+er "+he Awkward Years" ahd 
+h*+ ry li^s were c^ohha <^e-+ all yu-f-fy ahd r\y skih 
was c^ohha tad ahd r*\y head was ^ohha look 
+00 hi<^ /or r\y tod^ oh+il n\y juhior or sehior yt<xr 
o-f hi^h school. 
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Theh she said X shot»ldh+ le+ ahyohe +ake ny 
^>ic+ure -for +he hex+ -few years, because Xd re^re+ 
i+ i-f X did. She -told r^e she ^aVe +he sane advice 
+o ^eo^le like Pad ahd Uhcle Gary ahd Uhcle Joe, 
bu+ +hey didh + lis+eh +o her. 



UNCLE 

GARY 


UNCLE 

JOE 


DAD 


Bu+ Gannie STILL wash+ dohe. She +old ne +ha+ 
^e-ttihg older is ho walk ih -the ^>ark ahd +ha-h 
^e-ttihg +o be her a^e REALLY s+ihks. 


Xheh she s+ar+ed -talkihcj aboo-t "henorrhoids” ahd 
"shih^les" ahd a buhch o-f o+her s+u-f-f X d heVer 
heard o-f bt-fort. X jvess she could +ell X was 
coft-fvsed, so she s+ar+ed rollih^ dowh a sock +o 
show ne wha^ she was -falkih^ aboo - ! - . 

210 


















If 


HI 



Xha+s wheh X excused rysel-f ahd quickly le-ft +he 
room. Xn ^lad X 30 + ou+ of "there be-fore Gannie 
decided +0 "take off ahy more clo+hes. 

A hal-f hour la+er we packed up our -thirds, ^ot- 
ih -+Ke car, ahd headed hone. X was jus+ h<*pp^ 
+he weekehd was over. X love ny rela+ives ahd 
all, but" "there s ohl^ so nuch -family -to^e+herhess 
X cah "take. 

WEY? POOPY 
DIAPER WERE?. 



X+ was a dracj c^oih^ tack +0 school "today, 
because i+ seened like eVer^ohe weht" "to Jordah 
Jurys party, ahd of courst -that" was all ahyohe 
wah+ed +0 +alk about". 
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Yldlkih^ +hrou<^h +he older kids* hallwcy was 

+Ke WORST. 


/YOU REMEMBER 
TME MUSTARD? 

\ AND TME 
V SPRINKLERS? 




/AND TME BABY\ 
/ POOL AND TME ] 
l CMOCOLATE / 
V SYRUP? y 



Xm dc+odlly kihd o-f ^Idd X didh + op. X -fouhd 
oo+ +Ke rtasoY\ Jordah ihVi+ed kids ih my ^rdde 
was +o tdsicdlly use +hen as serVdh+s. 












































































oh -the hews +he^ dhhouhced +he 
wihher o-f -the Fedchy Breeze Kid coh+es+, dhd 
uh-for+uhd-tel 
khow -the kid who DID. 


X didh+ ^e-t picked. Bu+ X do 



x+ wds Sco+ty Pounds, who lives ri<^h+ dowh -the 
s+ree-t. Poh + dsk me why -they picked him, becduse 
he couldh+ eveh cje-t -the slo^dh ricjh"t ih -the dodi+ioh. 



Bu+ -the ^>eo^>le d-t Fedchy Breeze should Ve dohe 
-their resedrch; becduse i-f -they Sdw Sco-Hys older 
brother, -they mic^hVve ihou^h't' -twice. 







L as+ Hon said how •+h<H‘ her Firs+ senes+er 

o-f school is over, shes ^oih<^ +o ^>u+ her acadenic 
career "oh hold" -for a while ahd s^ehd nore +ine 
wi+h +he -fanily. X cah + +ell you how h<*f>fy X 
was +o hear +ha+. Xn cjlad -thihcjs will pihally be 
^e-ttihg back +o hornal aroohd here. 



Xh -faci, +ha+s beeh -the whole ^roblen +his year. 
Xheres beeh a lo+ o-f charge all o-f a suddeh, ahd 
X really liked +hihcjs +he way +hey were BEFORE. 

People like Pad ahd Uhcle Joe have beeh c^e-H-ihg 
oh ry case +o ac+ nore respohsible ahd s+ar+ 
^e-Hihg serious abou+ n\y -future. P>u+ +he +ru+h is, 
X +hihk X n nore o-f ah Uhcle Gary kihd o-f opy. 
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X 3 oess j uS ^ ^'3 roS ^ 3 row 

ri^K+ how. Ahd after Gannie showed ne wha+s ih 
s+ore over -the hex-1- -few years, X 'Hvhk Xn ^ohha 
take her advice ahd hahc^ oh as loh^ as X cah. 


Tuesday 

S^eakihg of -thihgs ^e++ih^ back +o hornal, X 
decided i± was +ine for ne ahd Rowley +o ^>0+ 

+he ^as+ couple of noh+hs behihd us ahd ^e+ our 
friehdshX back oh irack. 


Me ahd h in have a really loh^ history together, 
ahd -there's ho ^oih+ ih -throwihg that- away over 
Sone+hihc^ dunb. 
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A^d "to be hohest" wi+h you, X cah + eVeh 
renenber what - we were ficjh-tih^ about\ 

So after school -today X weh+ u^> -to Rowleys 
house +o see if he wah+ed -to hahcj out\ He was so 
ha^y "to see me +ha+ i+ was kihd of embarrassih^. 



Rowley asked ne if wed be "best- friehds forever/’ 
ahd he ^ave ne half of -this na+chiftg locked he’s 
always tried +o ^e+ ne -to wear. 
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X told Kin X wASht ^ohhA weAr tKe locket, 
tecAuse its meAht -for c^irls. But reAlly, it’s +Ka+ 
"•forever word tKAt mAkes me \^tr\ous. X told Kin 
mAybe we could Just tAke it ohe mohtK At a tine, 
Ahd Ke seened pretty SAtis-fied witK tKAt. 

X II SAy ohe tKih^, tKou^K. Rowley nustVe ^rowh 
a -full ihcK Ahd a KaI-T sihce tKe sunmer, so wKo 
KNOWS Kow tAll tKis kid is cyjhhA Ke. 

X -figure its a 300d ideA -for me to stick witK Kin, 
At leAst uhtil we ^et to Ki^K scKool. BecAuse i-f Ke 
kee^>s ^rowih^ At tKis rAte, Rowleys ^ohhA Ke a 
cyjod ^ersoh to K<*ve At ny side. 

WERE YQj\f ROWWLEY... 

SAYING n ANGRY Mf 

SOMETHING, IV A N ^ KY *“ 

FELLAS? 
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Greg Heffley has always 
been in a hurry to grow up. 

But is getting older really all 
it’s cracked up to be? 

Greg suddenly finds himself 
dealing with the pressures 
of boy-girl parties, increased 
responsibilities, and even 4^ 
the awkward changes that 
come with getting older- 
all without his best friend, Rowley, at his side. Can Greg make it 
through on his own? Or will he have to face the “ugly truth”? 
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